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CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND 
LEGACY OF SUSAN SCANLAN 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the life and legacy of Susan 
Scanlan. 

Susan was a public servant, leader, and 
mentor who dedicated herself to improving the 
lives of women and families. This personal 
drive led Susan to help found the Congres-
sional Caucus for Women’s Issues and its as-
sociated policy arm, the Women’s Research 
and Education Institute (WREI), in 1977. For 
five years, Susan served as the Caucus’s di-
rector before taking the helm of WREI’s Con-
gressional Fellowship on Women and Public 
Policy, which provides aspiring policy leaders 
with invaluable Capitol Hill experience. Thanks 
to Susan’s leadership, the WREI Congres-
sional Fellowship (and its successor) has 
placed hundreds of talented fellows in con-
gressional offices, bringing their unique tal-
ents, strengths, and passion for women’s 
issues to the Hill. 

Throughout my service in Congress, I have 
had the pleasure and honor of hosting over a 
dozen fellows through this successful pro-
gram. These fellows have been incredible as-
sets to both my office and the work of the in-
stitution. Most importantly, however, they have 
had the unique opportunity to gain firsthand 
experience in policymaking—all because of 
Susan’s work. Today, the WREI Congres-
sional Fellowship—Susan’s legacy—lives on 
through the Congressional Fellowships on 
Women and Public Policy. 

My thoughts and prayers are with her family 
and friends. 

f 

HONORING REBECCA BERBERIAN 
AS A 28TH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Women’s History Month. Each 
year, we pay special tribute to the contribu-
tions and sacrifices made by our nation’s 
women. It is an honor to pay homage to out-
standing women who are making a difference 
in my Congressional District. I would like to 
recognize a remarkable woman, Rebecca 
Berberian of Glendale, California. 

A native Angeleno, Rebecca Berberian, RN, 
BSN, MHA, has been a resident of Glendale 
for over thirty years. She attained a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing from Pacific Union Col-
lege, in Angwin, California, and a Master’s in 
Healthcare Administration from Cal State LA 
while working fulltime. She began her career 

in healthcare in 1988 as an operating room 
nurse at LAC+USC Medical Center and later 
went on to work as a surgical nurse at Advent-
ist Health White Memorial in Los Angeles. She 
has worked at Adventist Health White Memo-
rial for more than three decades, and pres-
ently serves as the hospital’s director of the 
Risk Management and Infection Prevention 
departments. In this capacity, Rebecca devel-
ops policies and procedures to promote pa-
tient safety, collects and analyzes infection 
data, manages hospital claims, and coordi-
nates with local and national public health 
agencies. As a mission driven and faith-based 
organization, Adventist Health White Memorial 
has encouraged Rebecca to follow her pas-
sion. of volunteering and working in several 
medical missions in underserved regions of 
Peru, Armenia and Artsakh. 

Ms. Berberian is wholeheartedly dedicated 
to her work and to the community that the 
hospital serves. Her passion for her job be-
came even more evident during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Specifically during the 
surge periods, she worked long hours sup-
porting the hospital’s efforts in responding to 
the pandemic, including taking part in strategic 
decision-making about converting hospital 
units to accommodate high hospitalization 
rates, contact tracing infections among staff, 
and securing personal protective equipment. 
Rebecca demonstrated compassion and em-
pathy towards families during their loved ones’ 
hospital stays and did everything she could to 
support them. She has also volunteered at the 
hospital’s vaccination clinics. Rebecca is 
thankful for her colleagues and hospital ad-
ministration for the teamwork, support, and ex-
pertise that was displayed during this unprece-
dented time. 

In addition to her career in healthcare, Ms. 
Berberian is active in the Armenian Relief So-
ciety (ARS), which is an international edu-
cational, philanthropic, and humanitarian orga-
nization. She served as the ARS Western 
USA Chairwoman and also as Chair of the 
Los Angeles ARS Maro Chapter, where she is 
currently a member. In her roles as chair-
person, she oversaw the work of the ARS Sat-
urday Armenian schools and led fundraising 
campaigns. Rebecca continues to work for the 
betterment of Armenians in the homeland and 
diaspora. 

Rebecca is married to her husband, Sarkis, 
and together they have two daughters, Alique 
and Lori. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring this exceptional, well-re-
spected woman of California’s 28th Congres-
sional District, Rebecca Berberian. 

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BATAVIA BUSI-
NESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOM-
EN’S CLUB 

HON. CHRIS JACOBS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. JACOBS of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the Batavia Business 
and Professional Women’s Club on its centen-
nial anniversary. 

The Batavia Business and Professional 
Women’s Club was founded in 1921, at a time 
when all other local clubs were exclusive to 
men. Its mission was clear from the start: for 
women to meet and contribute meaningfully to 
the greater community. Under the leadership 
of its first president, Miss Lilliam Bender, the 
club garnered notoriety remarkably fast. Miss 
Bender received telegrams from countless es-
teemed individuals—President Harding, Vice 
President Coolidge, General Pershing, and 
Marshal Ferdinand Foch—all extending their 
congratulations for her work to establish such 
a progressive organization. By the end of 
1921, the club had attracted more than one- 
hundred new members. 

The Batavia Business and Professional 
Women’s Club has been a key resource for 
local communities throughout its one-hundred- 
year history, including in recent years. More 
recently, the club has provided meals and 
snacks to Habitat for Humanity volunteers, do-
nated baskets to the Holland Land Office’s an-
nual Christmas fundraiser, and sponsored a 
family for the Thanksgiving holiday. Members 
of the organization have also routinely volun-
teered with the Salvation Army, the United 
Way, and the Batavia Public School System. 
Sponsoring fundraisers for local women 
owned businesses is another way the club 
supports its community. The organization 
holds fundraising events for several other pur-
poses each year, such as events to raise 
money for college scholarships and service or-
ganizations. 

The Batavia Business and Professional 
Women’s Club is proud to attract a diverse 
membership. Since its inception, the club has 
brought together small business owners, 
schoolteachers, local government officials, 
self-made entrepreneurs, medical profes-
sionals, and countless other women from an 
array of fields and occupations. Among the 
members today, I would particularly like to rec-
ognize the teachers and employees of the Ba-
tavia City School District, the professionals at 
Genesee Cancer Assistance, and the small 
business owners from local favorites, such as 
Foxprowl Collectables and Jeanne’s Table, 
both located in Batavia. 

I thank all the women of the Batavia Busi-
ness and Professional Women’s Club for their 
unwavering commitment to local growth 
through community service and their many im-
pressive professions, and I again congratulate 
the club on its centennial anniversary. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF JOSEPH R. 

SIVEWRIGHT’S RETIREMENT 
FROM NESTLÉ PURINA PETCARE 
COMPANY 

HON. ANN WAGNER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mrs. WAGNER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor the incredible 
work and service of Joseph Sivewright. On 
July 30, 2021, he will officially retire as the 
Nestlé Purina Chairman after over 30 years of 
outstanding leadership. 

Since joining Nestlé Purina in 1985, Mr. 
Sivewright has held various positions through-
out the company as he proved himself to be 
a treasured employee. Prior to his role as 
Chairman, he was appointed as the com-
pany’s President & Chief Operating Officer 
and was then named President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer. 

His dedicated leadership has not gone un-
noticed. In 2016, just one year after he took 
the reins as Chief Executive Officer, he was 
named one of the country’s most popular 
CEOs. It comes as no surprise that Nestlé Pu-
rina received numerous accolades from both 
St. Louis organizations and national organiza-
tions while under his direction. 

I want to personally thank Joe for his many 
years of friendship, as well as his desire to en-
sure Nestlé Purina is a strong community part-
ner. His distinguished career and tremendous 
leadership are celebrated by our St. Louis 
community. I personally appreciate the impact 
his work ethic and constant drive to improve 
the lives of those around had on his employ-
ees. As a former Purina employee myself 
when I was just out of college, I know how im-
portant it is to have a smart and driven leader 
at the helm to set the tone for the rest of us 
and help us achieve even greater heights. Joe 
had a tremendous impact not only on all of 
those with whom he worked throughout his 
many years at Purina, but also on those he 
worked with outside of work as a dedicated 
member of our St. Louis community. We all 
appreciate everything he has done so far and 
look forward to seeing what else he will ac-
complish in the coming years. 

f 

JULY VETERAN OF THE MONTH 

HON. KEVIN HERN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. HERN. Madam Speaker, I rise to honor 
the First District of Oklahoma’s July Veteran of 
the Month, Michael Bell. 

Michael Bell served our country in the 
United States Air Force for over twenty years. 
He worked in Security Forces and retired as a 
Master Sergeant. Throughout his service, he 
was deployed to several military bases around 
the United States and overseas. Upon retire-
ment, Mr. Bell continued to serve and protect 
his community as a member of law enforce-
ment. Michael truly has a heart for serving 
others. 

As a member of law enforcement, Michael 
goes above and beyond to serve his commu-
nity. He was involved with Atlus Public 

School’s Red Ribbon Week program and 
taught their D.A.R.E. program. He served as 
chairman of the Jackson County Tobacco 
Education Committee and President of the 
Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 120. Michael 
currently serves as Chief of Police in Coweta, 
OK. He was recently recognized for saving the 
life of a fellow veteran who was suffering from 
PTSD and contemplating suicide. He is a life 
member of Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
American Legion along with several law en-
forcement organizations. Michael, through his 
compassion for others, has touched so many 
lives in our community and across the globe. 

He answered the call to defend freedom 
and sacrificed whatever was necessary in the 
name of that noble cause. It is my honor to 
recognize Michael Bell as the 1st Congres-
sional District of Oklahoma’s July Veteran of 
the Month. 

f 

AVERTING LOSS OF LIFE AND IN-
JURY BY EXPEDITING SIVS ACT 
OF 2021 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JENNIFFER GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN 
OF PUERTO RICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 22, 2021 

Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 3985, the bipar-
tisan Afghan ALLIES Act, and to speak on the 
imminent threat facing Afghan translators and 
their families. 

These translators played a critical role in 
serving the United States and helped ensure 
the safety and success of our troops abroad. 
Yet today our allies—and their families—are 
being hunted down and killed by the Taliban 
as it retakes Afghanistan. When our country 
goes to war with its allies, we make a decision 
to bring everyone home, and it is time to bring 
our allies home, Mr. Speaker. 

While I welcome President Biden’s recent 
efforts, notably the initiation of Operation Allies 
Refuge and the announcement this week that 
military bases in Virginia and elsewhere will be 
used to temporarily house evacuating trans-
lators and their families, I remain concerned. 

First: I am concerned by the Administration 
considering temporarily housing evacuees in 
other countries, some of which cannot guar-
antee translators safety. We should not be 
shifting the burden of our responsibility to oth-
ers, especially when so many communities 
around the United States stand ready to wel-
come these heroes with open arms. 

Second, I am concerned at the daunting 
task the State Department now faces. This 
task is exacerbated in no small part by the 
rushed withdrawal timeline set by the adminis-
tration. There are thousands of individuals 
awaiting a safe home—a home that has been 
promised to them by our commonly held val-
ues and through legislation dating back to the 
early days of the War on Terror, legislation we 
now seek to amend. 

H.R. 3985 is designed to meet this moment. 
This bill increases the number of visas by 
8,000 to ensure an adequate number of visas 
are eligible for applicants currently in the pipe-
line. The bill would also remove redundant pa-
perwork while still ensuring applicants go 
through the necessary, strict background 
checks, and national security vetting. Finally, 

the ALLIES Act extends and strengthens pro-
tections for surviving spouses and children of 
deceased SIV applicants. 

Time is running out for our allies. We must 
pass this life-saving legislation before it is too 
late. I encourage our colleagues in the Senate 
to vote on this important legislation. 

f 

HONORING PATTEE COLVIN AS A 
28TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Women’s History Month. Each 
year, we pay special tribute to the contribu-
tions and sacrifices made by our nation’s 
women. It is an honor to pay homage to out-
standing women who are making a difference 
in my Congressional District. I would like to 
recognize a remarkable woman, Pattee Colvin 
in the Sunland neighborhood area of Los An-
geles, California. 

Pattee is the founder of Making It Happen, 
a food and clothing pantry in Sunland whose 
mission is to help those in need. 

Ms. Colvin’s motivation for founding Making 
It Happen is truly inspiring. Pattee worked for 
a local business for many years, but in 1999, 
when she became disabled, she lost her job 
and home. For several years, Pattee lived out-
doors in the rugged Sunland-Tujunga ‘‘wash’’ 
while also maintaining a job at a local answer-
ing service company. As a member of the 
Chapel of the Hills Church in Sunland since 
2002 who lived off the food provided from the 
church’s hot meal program, in 2007, Pattee’s 
life truly turned around, in large part due to the 
church. She enrolled in the church’s Christian 
Sobriety Program, a program that she subse-
quently ran for several years and found new 
employment at Suzuki Insurance Company, a 
local business where she currently works. 
Homeless for many years, Pattee bought her 
own mobile home in Sunland in 2015. 

In 2013, Ms. Colvin created Making It Hap-
pen located at the Chapel of the Hills Church 
in Sunland. Since its inception, Making It Hap-
pen has expanded to include housing assist-
ance and free health clinics. In addition, the 
non-profit participates in events focused on 
community assistance, such as the Homeless 
Connect Days, and supports Sunland-Tujunga 
schools by sponsoring Back-to-School events 
and a Family Christmas Celebration for the 
homeless and underserved children. 

When the coronavirus pandemic began, 
there was an enormous increase in demand 
for food and meals, and their Saturday food 
pantry attendance grew from about 60 individ-
uals and their families to almost 200 individ-
uals and their families. At the height of the 
pandemic, their Sunday Hot Meal program in-
creased from 75 people to 200 people. Step-
ping up to the challenge, the organization 
began offering a weekday lunch program, 
which included meal deliveries, and in re-
sponse to COVID–19 safety protocols, 
changed the manner in which they serve the 
needy; from a walk-through pantry and seated 
dinners to a drive-through and delivery. 

Along with giving back to the community 
through Making It Happen, Pattee enjoys 
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spending time with her daughter, family, and 
friends. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring this exceptional, well-re-
spected woman of California’s 28th Congres-
sional District, Pattee Colvin. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE FIFTH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE MT. CARMEL 
CENTER OF EXCELLENCE 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the fifth anniversary of the 
Mt. Carmel Center of Excellence in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. A dream of Colorado busi-
nessman Jay Cimino, Mt. Carmel opened its 
doors in 2016 to support our veteran-rich com-
munity in impactful and meaningful ways. 

Their state-of-the-art facility and staff have 
become a cornerstone in the Pikes Peak re-
gion, providing functional, comprehensive care 
to veterans in need. In addition, Mt. Carmel 
Center offers transition and employment as-
sistance for those separating from the military, 
individualized and group counseling and sup-
port, family wellness classes, training, net-
working, and various other services, at little or 
no cost to our veterans through public-private 
community partnerships. 

I congratulate and thank Mr. Cimino, Army 
(COL) Retired Bob McLaughlin, and all of 
those who make Mt. Carmel a reality for vet-
erans in Colorado’s Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict. Their steadfast commitment to giving 
back to the brave men and women who have 
sacrificed so much for our freedoms is unpar-
alleled and unmatched. 

May God Bless the work done at Mt. Car-
mel, may God Bless our veterans, and may 
God Bless America. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I regret-
tably missed one vote on Thursday, July 22, 
2021. On roll call vote No. 218, H.R. 3985, the 
Allies Act, I would have voted YEA. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL EDWARD ZAWORA 

HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise in commemoration of United 
States Army Lieutenant Colonel Edward An-
drew Zawora Sr. who is turning one-hundred 
years old on October 21, 2021. Lieutenant 
Colonel Zawora resides in my hometown of 
San Antonio, Texas, with his wife, Mary Caro-
lyn Peak. This milestone is so joyous for Lieu-
tenant Colonel Zawora and his family, and I 
am honored to celebrate him on this day. 

Lieutenant Colonel Edward Andrew Zawora 
Sr. was born in East Chicago, Indiana, on Oc-
tober 12, 1921. His parents, Joe and Ana 
Zawora emigrated from Poland in 1908 with 
only six dollars. At an early age he dem-
onstrated hard work and resilience, growing 
up as one of six children during a time of fi-
nancial hardship. He held many jobs as a 
young man to support his family, helping them 
make ends meet while attending school. 

Shortly after graduating from high school, 
Lieutenant Colonel Zawora enlisted in the 
United States Army. He moved to Panama 
from East Chicago to complete his basic train-
ing and was assigned to Fort Bliss thereafter. 
During his time in El Paso, the Army observed 
great potential in Lieutenant Colonel Zawora 
and brought him to the White Sands Proving 
Grounds. It was here that the Army was devel-
oping the first missile defense program, as 
well as the first atomic bomb. Lieutenant Colo-
nel Zawora participated in these projects as a 
team member with top secret clearance. 

Lieutenant Colonel Zawora was assigned to 
the Explosive Ordinance Detachment during 
the Korean Conflict, in which he excelled and 
was quickly promoted. He was the youngest 
First Sergeant in the Army when he received 
his stripes. Throughout his career, Lieutenant 
Colonel Zawora participated in courageous as-
signments, such as diving into the ocean in 
order to disarm underwater mines while wear-
ing heavy protective gear. He also served in 
World War II, participating in EOD activities. 
Lieutenant Colonel Zawora served his country 
in two wars and completed duty assignments 
in various parts of the world. In 1966, he re-
tired as the top Army officer assigned to the 
EOD at Fort Monroe, Virginia. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to recognize 
the life and service of a person who dedicated 
themselves to family and country above all 
else. The entire San Antonio community cele-
brates this great milestone of an American 
hero. I thank Lieutenant Colonel Zawora for 
his service, his courage, and for his unending 
commitment to our country. 

f 

HONORING MARA LEONG- 
MAGUINEZ AS A 28TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT WOMAN OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Women’s History Month. Each 
year, we pay special tribute to the contribu-
tions and sacrifices made by our nation’s 
women. It is an honor to pay homage to out-
standing women who are making a difference 
in my Congressional District. I would like to 
recognize a remarkable woman, Mara Leong- 
Maguinez of Pasadena, California. 

A native Pasadenan, Mara attended 
Westridge School, obtained her Bachelor of 
Arts degree in American Studies and Ethnicity 
from the University of Southern California, and 
received her Master of Public Administration 
(MPA), Nonprofit Sector Management degree 
from California State University, Northridge. 

Ms. Leong-Maguinez’s career has been 
dedicated to helping children and families in 
the local community. This began with her 

seven-year employment as Development Di-
rector at the Families Forward Learning Cen-
ter in Pasadena (formerly known as Mothers’ 
Club), an organization that provides two-gen-
eration learning programs to low-income fami-
lies. Mara’s experience at Families Forward in-
creased her passion for providing comprehen-
sive services and inspired her to obtain her 
Master’s in Public Administration and dedicate 
her career to managing community-based or-
ganizations. She then went on to serve as Di-
rector of Development at the Downtown Wom-
en’s Center and Chief Development Officer of 
the Youth Policy Institute. 

In January of 2020, shortly before the 
coronavirus pandemic began, Mara began 
serving as Executive Director of the Ronald 
McDonald House Pasadena. The Ronald 
McDonald House Pasadena, located near 
Huntington Hospital and Shriners for Children 
Medical Center, is a home-away-from-home 
for families with critically ill children who are 
receiving medical treatment, providing these 
families with a comfortable, caring place to 
stay, meals and therapeutic family support 
services at little or no cost to the families. 
When the pandemic hit, Mara worked to im-
plement comprehensive safety and cleaning 
protocols and adjust the physical spaces with-
in the House, while simultaneously obtaining 
funding and gathering support to keep the 
House open during this crucial time, which 
was especially important as several families 
had to stay there for greater lengths of time 
than usual due to the pandemic. 

Mara lives in Pasadena with her husband, 
Roman Maguinez. Along with volunteering for 
Families Forward, Mara enjoys cooking and 
bicycling in the beautiful Pasadena area. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring this exceptional, well-re-
spected woman of California’s 28th Congres-
sional District, Mara Leong-Maguinez. 

f 

MS. COURTNEY RENKEN 
RECOGNITION OF SERVICE 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Ms. Courtney Renken, who 
will be leaving my office after seven years of 
distinguished service to the people of Texas 
Congressional District 12. 

Born and raised in North Texas, Courtney 
became involved in her community at an early 
age. From her association with the Inter-
national Order of the Rainbow for Girls, to her 
membership in the Lake Worth chapter of the 
Order of the Eastern Star, to her work with the 
Azle Lions Club, Courtney has pursued every 
opportunity to learn from and support those 
around her. 

In 2014, while attending law school, Court-
ney joined my team. Balancing her schoolwork 
and a research job, she managed to take on 
some of the most detail-oriented duties in my 
office, the kind most people try to avoid. She 
gravitates not to the glamorous tasks, but to 
those that are essential for an organization to 
function smoothly. 

I was finally able to hire Courtney full-time 
after she earned her law degree, from Fort 
Worth’s own Texas A&M University School of 
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Law. She quickly became an irreplaceable 
part of my office, rising to the role of Deputy 
District Director. Courtney’s responsibilities in-
clude day to day management of my district 
office and ensuring our local office staff stays 
in close touch with our Washington, D.C. staff, 
but her contributions have gone above and 
beyond those required of her position. She is 
always looking for ways to innovate. She led 
the transition of my district office to a digital- 
based, paperless operation, and she was the 
driving force behind practices that led to my 
office winning a Democracy Award for Innova-
tion and Modernization in Constituent Service 
from the Congressional Management Founda-
tion. 

Courtney is known for her hospitality when 
welcoming people to Fort Worth. She has in-
troduced countless visitors to the 12th Dis-
trict’s charms, as well as its workout classes. 
She is always available to her colleagues and 
to constituents, many of whom she calls 
friends, whether it’s to discuss a work issue or 
to try a new local restaurant. Courtney’s work 
ethic shows even in her hobbies. She man-
ages popular social media accounts for both 
her dog and herself. She is a fantastic cook 
and baker, a talent she balances with a dedi-
cation to fitness, including once completing 42 
spin classes in 30 days. Courtney is a world 
traveler, has flown an airplane, and taken a 
ride in a race car going 180 miles per hour 
around the Texas Motor Speedway. 

Courtney will be leaving my office to pursue 
a career in federal law enforcement. As much 
as we will miss her, we are proud of her com-
mitment to public service and will continue to 
support her as she embarks on this new jour-
ney. On behalf of Texas’ 12th Congressional 
District, I offer her congratulations and best 
wishes for the future. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF JOHN 
ANDERSON 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great sadness that I rise today to honor the 
life of the late John K. Anderson, of Vernon, 
Connecticut, who passed away suddenly on 
June 16, 2021, at the age of 74. Known by 
family and close friends as Johnny, his military 
service, civic engagement, and devotion to his 
family and the greater Vernon community war-
rants the utmost praise and recognition. 

Born to Merrill and Isabelle Anderson of 
Manchester, Connecticut, John began his 
early years fanning what would become a life 
dedicated to public service. After graduating 
from Manchester High School in 1965, John 
went on to serve in the United States Air 
Force as an Aircraft Maintenance Specialist 
and crew leader. He served overseas in Ger-
many, Taiwan, Vietnam, and Greece before 
receiving an Honorable Discharge and return-
ing home to Connecticut. With his return home 
and affinity for hard work, John hit the ground 
running and opened his own business. His 
business smarts and entrepreneurial spirit 
eventually led him into the automotive trade 
where he joined the team at Bolle’s Motor 
Sales in Ellington, Connecticut. A natural peo-
ple person—John excelled at the dealership 

and fostered strong relationships with his co-
workers and clients. It was this ability to com-
municate naturally with folks from all walks of 
life that led John to dedicate the latter half of 
his life toward building a positive impact on 
the lives of others within his local community. 

From his leadership at the Water Pollution 
Control Authority to being one of Vernon’s 
Registrar of Voters—John embarked on a path 
of serving in municipal government that set his 
legacy as a leader of the public in stone. Dur-
ing part of his tenure, I was the Vernon town 
attorney and had the opportunity to see up 
close his calm practical approach to solving 
problems. With his wealth of knowledge of the 
town and its voting operations, and dedication 
to public service, registrars from around the 
state would go to John with their questions. At 
a time when the integrity of our nation’s elec-
tions has become subject to doubt and con-
troversy, John’s service in recent years was 
particularly valuable. No one questioned his 
performance or work—not for one moment. 

John epitomized what it meant to be a kind 
and caring citizen in a small town and always 
sought opportunities to engage with his com-
munity. John was also known for his regular 
penmanship of editorials in the local news and 
his nuanced perspective on civic issues that 
impacted the community. 

While we remember John as a leader in 
public service—we also remember him as a 
man who truly loved his family, friends, and 
neighbors—a love that drove him to enhance 
his community even further. John, like all of 
us, was someone who filled his life with pas-
sions and hobbies—two of which were base-
ball and golf. An avid Red Sox fan and great 
golfer, John used sports as another avenue to 
connect to his community and was a youth 
baseball coach and a volunteer at the annual 
Thanksgiving Day Manchester Road Race. 

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
constituents as honorable and impactful as 
John Anderson. While we all mourn his loss, 
we can at least find solace that his memory 
lives on through his surviving family: his chil-
dren Carly, Lauren, Justin and grandchildren; 
sister Carol; brother Rick; and four grand-
children. His life will also continue to live on 
through countless others as the stoic example 
he has set has now been woven into the very 
fabric of the Vernon community. To that end, 
I find it fitting that we, the People’s House, set 
his name and character into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD and ask that the entire House 
join me in recognizing the life of John K. An-
derson, never forgetting his impact on the 
greater Vernon community through his civic 
and military service. 

f 

EULOGY FOR SENATOR BIAGIO 
‘‘BILLY’’ CIOTTO 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, on March 29, 2021, I attended the 
funeral service of Senator Biagio ‘‘Billy’’ Ciotto. 
Billy was a former Connecticut State Senator, 
Deputy DMV Commissioner, and served on 
my District office staff since 2007. One of the 
most unique human beings that I have ever 
had the honor of knowing and working with, 

Billy epitomized what it meant to be a true 
public servant. I am eternally grateful for his 
friendship and his leadership. I wish to include 
in the RECORD my eulogy in honor of Billy’s 
beloved wife Jeanne, and his dear children 
Maria, Julie, Anthony, John and Joey. 

Jeanne, Maria, Julie, Anthony, John and 
Joey. On behalf of Leslie, myself, and the en-
tire Congressional staff—our hearts go out to 
you. The outpouring of people and tributes 
keep coming in. Yet we know nothing or no 
one will ever be able to fully convey the 
depth of the loss you are experiencing. 

As Billy would often say, ‘‘no one knows 
the sacrifice a family endures when they sup-
port and stand with an elected official.’’ So, 
let us first and foremost acknowledge your 
sacrifice and devotion that made it possible 
for all of us to have benefited from Billy’s 
service. His humanity, his humility, and con-
geniality. We thank you for making it all 
possible. 

Billy was unique, one of a kind, and some-
thing that is constant throughout his serv-
ice—whether at the Motor Vehicle Depart-
ment, the State Senate, or Congressional Of-
fice, he greeted people and answered his call 
to public service. His humility, and his hu-
manity ever-present as he answered in that 
unique and distinct cigar voice, ‘‘how may I 
help you?’’ 

‘‘How may I help you?’’ should be part of 
every teaching and training course for public 
officials and staff. For Billy, it came natu-
rally. For him it was effortless and genuine, 
heartfelt, and sincere. It was who he is!! 

Now I’m not saying he was angelic by any 
stretch. He had his faults and an evil side to 
him. He was an ardent devotee and follower 
of an evil empire: He was a Yankee fan. Espe-
cially in 2007, 2013, and 2018. He did celebrate 
in 2009 but through all of 2019 when the Sox 
were cellar dwellers, he would come in the 
office and announce with a cigar hanging 
from the corner of his mouth ‘‘does anyone 
know the standings in the American League 
East, and do the Red Sox still play base-
ball?’’ 

He was the envy of UCONN fans and politi-
cians. He got more TV time sitting right be-
hind the bench of the Men’s and Women’s 
basketball teams at every home game. When 
asked how he got those seats, he said ‘‘it was 
a blessing from St. Paul’’ . . . yeah, St. Paul 
Polo. 

And though devoutly religious, and apos-
tolic, and Catholic, he could be critical of a 
long winded homily in church. I remember 
being at St. Patrick-St. Anthony with the 
family and sitting directly in front of him. 
The priest was going on and on with the 
phrase ‘‘and may Jesus light a fire in your 
heart.’’ It was rather extensive, and I looked 
down and all of a sudden saw my children 
laughing. I immediately gave them the hairy 
eyeball and scornful look. After church when 
we were in the car, I said ‘‘how many times 
have I told you no fooling around in 
church?’’ They said, ‘‘it wasn’t us, it was Mr. 
Ciotto.’’ To which I said, ‘‘Don’t blame Mr. 
Ciotto.’’ They said, ‘‘but Dad, he made fun of 
the priest’s comments’’ and I said ‘‘Mr. 
Ciotto? I don’t believe it.’’ They said, ‘‘well 
you know how the priest was saying may 
Jesus light a fire under your heart?’’ and I 
said ‘‘yes.’’ Well Mr. Ciotto muttered, ‘‘may 
Jesus light a fire under your ass.’’ 

Well Billy was also wise and was willing to 
impart his wisdom on the youthful members 
of our staff. Then Chief of Staff John Rossi 
was thirty and Billy was a youthful seventy- 
nine. Rossi was explaining how he told his 
wife about the important and influential 
people he was meeting with day in and day 
out, and the restaurants and clubs he was 
lunch and dinner at. Billy who listened in-
tently looked at him and said, ‘‘young man 
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you have an important and responsible posi-
tion. And while I am sure that it’s exciting 
to you and maybe makes you feel good when 
you are lavishing your wife with these expe-
riences, in my opinion you might try han-
dling it a little different. Having some expe-
rience in this field, I think if it were me, 
you’re better off when your wife asks, ‘‘how 
was your day dear?’’ you say ‘‘I was so busy 
I only had time for a tuna fish sandwich.’’ Or 
as he told Kevin Brown often ‘‘old age, expe-
rience, and treachery will defeat youth and 
ambition every time.’’ 

Billy’s obituary was full of the pride he 
had for his Italian heritage and about what 
America had done for him. And with justifi-
able pride acknowledged the journey of his 
parents as well as his own. This was apparent 
with his routine drive past the Motor Vehi-
cle building which bears his name. It does so 
because his parents embedded in him those 5 
simple words: 

‘‘How may I help you?’’ 
He traveled to D.C. back in 2008 and was es-

corted by Linda Christiana. His trip was 
highlighted by dinner at the Italian Embassy 
with Ambassador Castellaneta. When I saw 
the Ambassador weeks later, he remembered 
Billy, and how entertaining and proud he 
was of his Italian heritage. He added, ‘‘he’s 
even invited me to a Bocce tournament that 
I believe is at your house!’’ 

That’s our guy. And we have a letter here 
from the Italian Embassy: 

LETTER FROM THE ITALIAN EMBASSY: 
We, at the Embassy of Italy were deeply 

saddened to learn of the passing of Senator 
Biagio ‘‘Billy’’ Ciotto. In his passing, Con-
necticut, and indeed the whole US, has lost 
a great statesman, and a wonderful Amer-
ican, proud of his Italian origins, which he 
never lost an opportunity to proudly recall. 

The story of Senator Ciotto’s life speaks 
clearly to his many talents and innate 
human touch. His generosity, kindness and 
dedication were a source of inspiration to 
the community whom he served with pas-
sion, honor, and dignity. Senator Ciotto was 
an exemplary civil servant, and whole-
heartedly dedicated himself to serving this 
great Country and his fellow Americans, 
while never forgetting his ancestral land, 
Italy. 

Our sincere condolences go out to Mrs. 
Ciotto, his family, and the entire Italian- 
American and American community at this 
moment of great loss. Senator Ciotto may be 
not with us anymore, but his legacy lives on, 
and will always do so through the many peo-
ple, he touched, and inspired. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with his fam-
ily and friends. 

Grazie, Senator Ciotto. 
The first time he met with Nancy Pelosi 

there was an instant bond. She had broken a 
barrier and was the first woman Speaker of 
the House. And when he met her, bursting 
with pride he said ‘‘Madam Speaker you have 
broken a barrier and as a father with two 
daughters I am so grateful and proud. But as 
a young man, I listened to your father 
Thomas D’Alesandro Jr. He was the first 
Italian Mayor of Baltimore and he had a 
Sunday address, he made us proud of our her-
itage and I listened intently to what he had 
to say. And now his daughter is not only the 
first woman Speaker of the House, but as im-
portant to people of our heritage and faith, 
she is the first Italian.’’ 

The bond between them was instant and 
lasting. A mutual admiration, so much so 
that after an eight year hiatus as Speaker, 
when we recaptured the House and took back 
the majority in 2018, her guest of honor at 
her swearing in was Billy. And with a cigar 
in hand and escorted by Sarah Gianni, he 
took it all in from his front row seat in the 
House Balcony. 

LETTER FROM SPEAKER NANCY PELOSI 
Every now and then, a person comes along 

whose heart is so full of love and whose life 
is so full of kindness that he radiates joy: 
Such a blessed person is Billy Ciotta. Per-
haps he had such generosity of spirit because 
of how his parents raised Biagio and because 
of his happy marriage to Jeanne. 

Everyone loved Billy, because they knew 
that Billy cared. In his work, whether at the 
DMV or in the State Senate, where he served 
with John Larson, whom he loved, he made 
everyone feel important. In taking pride in 
his Italian American heritage, he respected 
others’ pride in theirs. In his faith in God, he 
gave hope and charity to all. Anyone who 
was blessed and shaped by Billy’s friendship 
wanted to live up to his loyalty. 

Billy was in the arms of his loving family 
on March 19, the Feast of Saint Joseph, the 
patron saint of a happy death, very special 
to Italian Americans, and made his passage 
on the 20th. I hope it is a comfort to Jeanne 
and his children Joseph, Anthony, Julia, 
John, and Maria, and their grandchildren 
that so many people mourn their loss and 
are praying for them at this sad time. Billy 
will be sadly missed by all of us who loved 
him. In his life, Billy brought joy to the 
world and now he has brought his humor to 
Heaven. 

Nancy Pelosi, Speaker, United States 
House of Representatives. 

We know heaven will never be the same 
and he’s up there with some pretty good 
company. To be acknowledged and loved by 
the entire community he served and yes to 
have the Italian Ambassador and the Speak-
er of the House eulogize you is pretty im-
pressive. So many words of condolence for 
Jeanne and the family. So many stories— 
therefore our staff will be keeping the 
website open to post on what everyone sends 
to us of your memories with Billy. And 
among the first of those that we have is 
someone who knows something about the 
loss of a beloved one. Jeanne, we have here a 
letter from the President of the United 
States: 

LETTER FROM PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN 
Dear Mrs. Ciotta and Family, Please ac-

cept Jill’s and my heartfelt condolences on 
the passing of your beloved Billy. Your en-
tire family is in our thoughts and prayers. 

I know that this time must be difficult be-
yond words, and you feel like there is a hole 
in your heart. In the hardest of times like 
these, I always turn to family. It is so impor-
tant to be able to share the feeling of envel-
oping grief and to have people you love near-
by to absorb some of the worst pain. 

Billy was a devoted husband and father 
who loved you all immensely. He spent his 
life building and strengthening the Ciotto 
family bonds, which are meant for you to 
lean on during hard times like this. Your 
family shared Billy with Connecticut and 
with the Nation—and thanks to your sac-
rifices, he was able to help our country’s 
most vulnerable. Billy was a true public 
servant. 

Though the grieving process never quite 
ends, it is my hope that you will find com-
fort knowing that Billy will forever be in our 
hearts and memories and those of so many 
whose lives he touched. From experience, I 
promise you the day will come when his 
memory will bring a smile to your lips before 
it brings a tear to your eye. My prayer for 
you and your family is that day comes soon-
er rather than later. 

Sincerely, Joe Biden. 
Billy will always be with us. Provided we 

continue to post and tell those stories we 
fondly remember. The most important way 
he’ll stay with us is if we follow his example 
by saying when we have the opportunity: 
How may I help you? 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF SEAN 
CASTLE 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in celebration of the life of Sean Castle, 
who passed away on June 28, 2021 at the 
age of 43 following an apparent heart attack. 
He was a beloved member of the San Rafael 
community and a dedicated music teacher at 
the local high school. 

Sean was born on March 28, 1978 and at-
tended San Rafael High School in Marin 
County. After graduating from UCLA, he re-
turned to his hometown to teach music. Sean 
helped establish San Rafael High School’s 
award-winning music program, dedicating his 
entire 20-year career to creating a supportive 
and enriching community for students, staff, 
and families. He helped develop and then 
manage the school’s jazz band and a wind en-
semble that played at homecomings and other 
events, and he organized the school’s jazz 
choir and a percussion class called Steel 
Pans. He was respected by staff and aptly re-
ferred to as the ‘‘musical soul’’ of San Rafael 
High School. Sean’s passion for music created 
an environment for youth to grow musically 
and emotionally while exploring their creativity. 

Sean lived a full and vibrant life, dem-
onstrating gratitude and generosity for all 
those with whom he crossed paths. He had a 
passion for camping, golfing, playing back-
gammon, supporting the Giants baseball team, 
and cooking meals for loved ones. Sean is 
survived by his fiance, Nicole Dube; his moth-
er, Kris Castle; his father Kent Castle; and his 
brother Darren Castle. 

Madam Speaker, Sean’s positive impact on 
thousands of individuals will extend well be-
yond his short life. I respectfully ask that you 
join me in extending condolences to Sean’s 
family, friends and innumerable loved ones for 
their unexpected loss and in expressing our 
deep appreciation for his work spearheading a 
program that will continue to educate and in-
spire students for generations to come. 

f 

HONORING DR. REBECCA CRANE 
AS A 28TH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Women’s History Month. Each 
year, we pay special tribute to the contribu-
tions and sacrifices made by our nation’s 
women. It is an honor to pay homage to out-
standing women who are making a difference 
in my Congressional District. I would like to 
recognize a remarkable woman, Dr. Rebecca 
Crane of the Silver Lake neighborhood of Los 
Angeles, California. 

Born in California but raised primarily in 
Connecticut, Rebecca returned to California in 
the late 1980’s where she attended the Uni-
versity of California San Diego graduating with 
a degree in Visual Arts with minors in biology 
and chemistry. After a year of working on an 
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immunization project in Paraguay and an HIV 
screening clinic in Los Angeles, she attended 
Tufts University School of Medicine in Boston, 
where she obtained her Medical Doctor and 
Master of Public Health degrees. Dr. Crane 
completed her medical residency in combined 
internal medicine and pediatrics in Los Ange-
les and became an attending physician at Kai-
ser Permanente Los Angeles Medical Center, 
where she worked as a primary care physi-
cian, and was a breastfeeding advocate for 
mothers in the newborn nursery. Rebecca 
moved to Urgent Care after several years in 
Family Medicine to accommodate the needs of 
her family and other pursuits. Acting on her 
passion to advance women’s health, Dr. 
Crane led a committee at Kaiser to make the 
hospital a Baby Friendly Hospital. 

Rebecca and her family moved to Silver 
Lake in 2008, where her children attended 
local schools, including Micheltorena Street El-
ementary School. One of Rebecca’s greatest 
accomplishments has been as an active mem-
ber from 2008 to 2015 of Friends of 
Micheltorena, the support group for the school, 
where she helped to revitalize the school and 
bring in a dual-language program, in addition 
to being a founding member of the 
Micheltorena School and Community Garden. 

As an essential frontline worker during the 
coronavirus (COVID–19) pandemic, Rebecca 
has been grateful to be able to serve her com-
munity through this crisis. She experienced 
the fear, sorrow, uncertainty, and exhaustion 
that accompanied most frontline workers at 
the outset of the pandemic, but the fear sub-
sided after treating her first COVID–19 patient 
and she settled into the comfort of work, as 
Kaiser’s Urgent Care was adapted into two 
separate units, with a temporary testing facility 
in the garage. Earlier this year Rebecca as-
sisted in organizing a three-day event at Kai-
ser called ‘‘A Time to Grieve, a Time to Heal,’’ 
to commemorate all the patients, family mem-
bers, and loved ones her fellow healthcare 
workers had lost during the pandemic, and to 
honor all the hospital staff. 

In her spare time, Rebecca enjoys spending 
time with her husband, Jordan and their two 
children, Lucy and Hollis, in addition to hiking, 
camping, and gardening. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring this exceptional, well-re-
spected woman of California’s 28th Congres-
sional District, Dr. Rebecca Crane. 

f 

URGENT NEED TO PASS H.R. 40 ES-
TABLISHING A COMMISSION TO 
STUDY AND DEVELOP REPARA-
TION PROPOSALS FOR AFRICAN 
AMERICANS 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to speak on the importance of passing H.R. 
40, legislation which I introduced that estab-
lishes a commission to study and develop rep-
aration proposals for African Americans. 

Now—more than ever—the facts and cir-
cumstances facing our Nation demonstrate the 
importance of H.R. 40 and the necessity of 
placing our nation on the path to reparative 
justice. As I speak, H.R. 40 is cosponsored by 

191 Members from all parts of the nation and 
was marked up and reported favorably to the 
House by the Judiciary Committee on April 14, 
2021. In 2019, when the Judiciary Committee 
met to discuss this legislation, three overflow 
rooms were required. Since that time, we have 
seen a pandemic sweep the country, taking 
more than 600,000 souls in its wake and dev-
astating the African American community. Ac-
cording to the latest estimates from the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control, Black people get 
COVID–19 at a rate nearly one and a half 
times higher than that of white people, are 
hospitalized at a rate nearly four times higher, 
and are three times as likely to die from the 
disease. 

Interestingly, a recent peer-reviewed study 
from Harvard Medical School suggests that 
reparations for African Americans could have 
cut COVID–19 transmission and infection 
rates both among Blacks and the population at 
large. Their analysis, based on Louisiana data, 
determined that if reparations payments had 
been made before the COVID–19 pandemic, 
narrowing the wealth gap, COVID trans-
mission rates in the state’s overall population 
could have been reduced by anywhere from 
31 percent to 68 percent. Last summer we 
saw hundreds of thousands peacefully take to 
the streets in support of Black Lives and ac-
countability for law enforcement. Many of 
those protesters carried signs in support of 
H.R. 40 and made the important link between 
policing and the movement for reparative jus-
tice. Tragically, we have also witnessed insur-
rectionists attack this institution, brandishing 
symbols of division and intolerance, that echo 
back to the darkest periods of our nation’s his-
tory. Clearly, we require a reckoning to restore 
national balance and unity. 

Four hundred years ago, ships set sail from 
the west coast of Africa and in the process, 
began one of mankind’s most inhumane prac-
tices: human bondage and slavery. For two 
centuries, human beings—full of hopes and 
fears, dreams and concerns, ambition, and an-
guish—were transported onto ships like chat-
tel, and the lives of many forever changed. 
The reverberations from this horrific series of 
acts—a transatlantic slave trade that touched 
the shores of a colony that came to be known 
as America, and later a democratic republic 
known as the United States of America—are 
unknown and worthy of exploration. 

Approximately 4,000,000 Africans and their 
descendants were enslaved in the United 
States and colonies that became the United 
States from 1619 to 1865. The institution of 
slavery was constitutionally and statutorily 
sanctioned by the Government of the United 
States from 1789 through 1865. American 
Slavery is our country’s Original Sin and its 
existence at the birth of our nation is a perma-
nent scar on our country’s founding docu-
ments, and on the venerated authors of those 
documents, and it is a legacy that continued 
well into the last century. The framework for 
our country and the document to which we all 
take an oath describes African Americans as 
three-fifths a person. The infamous Dred Scott 
decision of the United States Supreme Court, 
issued just a few decades later, described 
slaves as private property, unworthy of citizen-
ship. And, a civil war that produced the largest 
death toll of American fighters in any conflict 
in our history could not prevent the indignities 
of Jim Crow, the fire hose at lunch counters 
and the systemic and institutional discrimina-

tion that would follow for a century after the 
end of the Civil War. 

The mythology built around the Civil War 
has obscured our discussions of the impact of 
chattel slavery and made it difficult to have a 
national dialogue on how to fully account for 
its place in American history and public policy. 
While it is nearly impossible to determine how 
the lives touched by slavery could have flour-
ished in the absence of bondage, we have 
certain datum that permits us to examine how 
a subset of Americans—African Americans— 
have been affected by the callousness of in-
voluntary servitude. We know that in almost 
every segment of society—education, 
healthcare, jobs, and wealth—the inequities 
that persist in America are more acutely and 
disproportionately felt in Black America. This 
historic discrimination continues: African-Amer-
icans continue to suffer debilitating economic, 
educational, and health hardships including 
but not limited to having nearly 1,000,000 
black people incarcerated; an unemployment 
rate more than twice the current white unem-
ployment rate; and an average of less than 
1⁄16 of the wealth of white families, a disparity 
which has worsened, not improved over time. 
A closer look at the statistics reveals the stark 
disparity in these areas. 

Black household wealth is less than one fifth 
of the national average. The median black 
household had a net worth of just $17,600 in 
2016. Yet in that same year, the median white 
household held $171,000 in wealth while the 
national household median was $97,300. The 
black unemployment rate is 6.6 percent, more 
than double the national unemployment rate. 
Approximately 31 percent of black children live 
in poverty, compared to 11 percent of white 
children. The national average is 18 percent, 
which suggests that the percentage of black 
children living in poverty is more than 150 per-
cent of the national average. 

In the healthcare domain, the disparities suf-
fered by African Americans is also troubling. 
Over 20 percent of African Americans do not 
have health insurance, compared to a national 
average between 8.8 percent and 9.1 percent. 
One in four African American women are unin-
sured. Compared to the national average, Afri-
can American adults are 20 percent more like-
ly to suffer from asthma and three times more 
likely to die from it. Black adults are 72 per-
cent more likely to suffer from diabetes than 
average. Black women are four times more 
likely to die from pregnancy related causes, 
such as embolisms, and pregnancy-related hy-
pertension, than any other racial group. In our 
nation, among children aged 19–35 months, 
black children were vaccinated at rates lower 
than white children: 68 percent versus 78 per-
cent, respectively. 

Education has often been called the key to 
unlocking social mobility. African American 
students are less likely than white students to 
have access to college-ready courses. In fact, 
in 2011–12, only 57 percent of black students 
have access to a full range of math and 
science courses necessary for college readi-
ness, compared to with 81 percent of Asian 
American students and 71 percent of white 
students. Black students spend less time in 
the classroom due to discipline, which further 
hinders their access to a quality education. 
Black students are nearly two times as likely 
to be suspended without educational services 
as white students. Black students are also 3.8 
times as likely to receive one or more out-of- 
school suspensions as white students. 
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In addition, black children represent 19 per-

cent of the nation’s pre-school population, yet 
47 percent of those receiving more than one 
out-of-school suspension. In comparison, 
white students represent 41 percent of pre- 
school enrollment but only 28 percent of those 
receiving more than one out-of-school suspen-
sion. Even more troubling, black students are 
2.3 times as likely to receive a referral to law 
enforcement or be subject to a school-related 
arrest as white students. School districts with 
the most students of color, on average, re-
ceive 15 percent less per student in state and 
local funding than the whitest districts. 

And, of course, we cannot consider the dis-
parities between black and white in America 
without considering the intersection of African 
Americans and the Criminal Justice system. 
There are more Black men in bondage today 
who are incarcerated or under correctional 
control, than there were black men who were 
enslaved in the 1800s. The United States 
locks up African American males at a rate 5.8 
times higher than the most openly racist coun-
try in the world ever did: South Africa under 
apartheid (1993), African American males: 851 
per 100,000 and United States (2006), African 
American males: 4,789 per 100,000 

Incarceration is not an equal opportunity 
punishment. For example, incarceration rates 
in the United States by race were: African 
Americans: 2,468 per 100,000; Latinos: 1,038 
per 100,000; Whites: 409 per 100,000. African 
American offenders receive sentences that are 
10 percent longer than white offenders for the 
same crimes and are 21 percent more likely to 
receive mandatory-minimum sentences than 
white defendants according to the U.S. Sen-
tencing Commission. 

Looking at males aged 25–29 and by race, 
you can see what is going on even clearer: 
For White males ages 25–29: 1,685 per 
100,000; For Latino males ages 25–29: 3,912 
per 100,000; For African American males ages 
25–29: 11,695 per 100,000. (That’s 11.7 per-
cent of Black men in their late 20s.) Looking 
at males aged 25–29 and by race, you can 
see what is going on even clearer: For white 
males ages 25–29: 1,685 per 100,000; For 
Latino males ages 25–29: 3,912 per 100,000; 
for African American males ages 25–29: 
11,695 per 100,000. (That’s 11.7 percent of 
Black men in their late 20s.) 

And African Americans are more likely to be 
victims of crimes. Black children die from fire-
arm homicides at a rate 10 times higher than 
their white counterparts. Overall, one in 50 
murders is ruled justified—but when the killer 
is white and the victim is a black man, the fig-
ure climbs to one in six. A handgun homicide 
is nine times more likely to be found justified 
when the killer is white and the victim is a 
black man. Handgun killings with a white 
shooter and a black male victim exhibit an 
even more dramatic bias: one in four is found 
justified. But then again, we knew these in-
equities existed because for many Black 
Americans, these disparities are just a part of 
daily life. Examined in the aggregate, they rep-
resent a stunning chasm between the des-
tinies of White America and that of Black 
America. This is why, in 1989, my prede-
cessor as the most senior African American 
on this august Judiciary Committee, the honor-
able John Conyers, a past Chairman of this 
Committee introduced H.R. 40, legislation that 
would establish a commission to study and 
develop proposals attendant to reparations. 

Though many thought it a lost cause, John 
Conyers believed that a day would come 
when our nation would need to account for the 
brutal mistreatment of African-Americans dur-
ing chattel slavery, Jim Crow segregation and 
the enduring structural racism endemic to our 
society. I would like to take this moment to 
personally thank the estimable John Conyers 
for his work on this legislation for the last thirty 
years. With the rise and normalization of white 
supremacist expression during the Trump ad-
ministration, the discussion of H.R. 40 and the 
concept of restorative justice have gained 
more urgency, garnering the attention of main-
stream commentator, and illustrating the need 
for a national reckoning. H.R. 40 is intended to 
create the framework for a national discussion 
on the enduring impact of slavery and its com-
plex legacy to begin that necessary process of 
atonement. 

For many, it was not until The Atlantic pub-
lished Ta-Nehisi Coates’ The Case for Rep-
arations that the mainstream public began to 
reckon with, or even consider, the concept of 
reparations. Though the Federal government 
has been slow to engage the issue of repara-
tions, individuals, corporations, and other pub-
lic institutions have engaged the discussion 
out of both necessity and conscience. In 1994, 
a group of California plaintiffs sued the Fed-
eral government and by 2002, nine lawsuits 
were filed around the country by the Restitu-
tion Study Group. Though litigation has yield-
ed only mixed success in court, a serious 
foundation was laid for alternative forms of 
restitution. For example, in 2005, J.P. Morgan 
& Company tried to make amends for its role 
in the slave trade with an apology and a $5 
million, five-year scholarship fund for Black un-
dergraduates in Louisiana. 

In 2008, the Episcopal Church apologized 
for perpetuating American slavery through its 
interpretation of the Bible and certain diocese 
have implemented restitution programs. In 
2003, Brown University created the Committee 
on Slavery and Justice to assess the Univer-
sity’s role in slavery and determine a re-
sponse. Similarly, in 2016, Georgetown Uni-
versity apologized for its historical links to 
slavery and said it would give an admissions 
edge to descendants of slaves whose sale in 
the 19th century helped pay off the U.S. 
school’s debts. In 2017, my alma mater, Yale 
University, announced that it would rename 
Calhoun College—named for John C. Cal-
houn—would be changed to honor Grace Mur-
ray Hopper, a trailblazing computer scientist 
who also served as rear admiral in the United 
States Navy. The University’s president, Peter 
Salovey, indicated that removing Calhoun’s 
name was consistent with its values because 
Calhoun had a legacy of a white supremacist 
and a national leader who passionately pro-
moted slavery as a positive good. And, in April 
of this year, students at Georgetown Univer-
sity voted in favor of paying reparations to the 
descendants of enslaved people who were 
sold by the university to satisfy its debts. 

In 1838, in a practice likely far wider spread 
than is likely accounted for, Georgetown Jesu-
its sold 272 slaves who worked on plantations. 
When the results of the Georgetown poll were 
announced, the numbers were overwhelming: 
2⁄3 of students indicated that payments should 
be funded to descendants of these slaves and 
would be paid for by a fee that would apply to 
all undergraduate students. While the vote 
was nonbinding, it nonetheless represents the 

first time the student body of a university has 
voted to implement a mandatory fee to ac-
count for reparations. These are only a few 
examples of how private institution have 
begun reckoning with their past records. I ex-
pect that a growing number of institutions will 
be forced to examine their histories of dis-
crimination, if for no other reason than in-
creasing public scrutiny will force their history 
to light. 

Since my reintroduction of H.R. 40 at the 
beginning of this Congress, both the legisla-
tion and concept of reparations have become 
the focus of national debate. For many, it is 
apparent that the success of the Obama ad-
ministration has unleashed a backlash of rac-
ism and intolerance that is an echo of Amer-
ica’s dark past which has yet to be exorcised 
from the national consciousness. Commenta-
tors have turned to H.R. 40 as a response to 
formally begin the process of analyzing, con-
fronting, and atoning for these dark chapters 
of American history. Even conservative voices, 
like that of New York Times columnist David 
Brooks, are starting to give the reparations 
cause the hearing it deserves, observing that 
‘‘Reparations are a drastic policy and hard to 
execute, but the very act of talking and de-
signing them heals a wound and opens a new 
story.’’ 

Similarly, a majority of the Democratic presi-
dential contenders have turned to H.R 40 as 
a tool for reconciliation, with 17 cosponsoring 
or claiming they would sign the bill into law if 
elected. Though critics have argued that the 
idea of reparations is unworkable politically or 
financially, their focus on money misses the 
point of the H.R. 40 commission’s mandate. 
The goal of these historical investigations is to 
bring American society to a new reckoning 
with how our past affects the current condi-
tions of African Americans and to make Amer-
ica a better place by helping the truly dis-
advantaged. Consequently, the reparations 
movement does not focus on payments to in-
dividuals, but to remedies that can be created 
in as many forms necessary to equitably ad-
dress the many kinds of injuries sustained 
from chattel slavery and its continuing 
vestiges. To merely focus on finance is an 
empty gesture and betrays a lack of under-
standing of the depth of the unaddressed 
moral issues that continue to haunt this nation. 

While it might be convenient to assume that 
we can address the current divisive racial and 
political climate in our nation through race 
neutral means, experience shows that we 
have not escaped our history. Though the Civil 
Rights Movement challenged many of the 
most racist practices and structures that sub-
jugated the African American community, it 
was not followed by a commitment to truth 
and reconciliation. For that reason, the legacy 
of racial inequality has persisted, and left the 
nation vulnerable to a range of problems that 
continue to yield division, racial disparities, 
and injustice. By passing H.R. 40, Congress 
can start a movement toward the national 
reckoning we need to bridge racial divides. 
Reparations are ultimately about respect and 
reconciliation—and the hope that one day, all 
Americans can walk together toward a more 
just future. 

We owe it to those who were ripped from 
their homes those many years ago an ocean 
away; we owe it to the millions of Americans- 
yes, they were Americans—who were born 
into bondage, knew a life of servitude, and 
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died anonymous deaths, as prisoners of this 
system. We owe it to the millions of descend-
ants of these slaves, for they are the heirs to 
a society of inequities and indignities that nat-
urally filled the vacuum after slavery was for-
mally abolished 154 years ago. The Judiciary 
Committee hearing held in the 116th Congress 
was the first time in history that the House of 
Representatives held a hearing on H.R. 40, 
we held another earlier this year on February 
17, 2021, before marking up this landmark 
legislation on April 14, 2021. It was fitting that 
the first hearing occurred on the 19th of June, 
also known to many in this room, as 
Juneteenth—the day that, 154 years ago, 
General Gordon Granger rode into Galveston, 
Texas and announced the freedom of the last 
American slaves; belatedly freeing 250,000 
slaves in Texas nearly two and a half years 
after Abraham Lincoln signed the Emanci-
pation Proclamation. 

Juneteenth was first celebrated in the Texas 
state capital in 1867 under the direction of the 
Freedmen’s Bureau. Juneteenth was and is a 
living symbol of freedom for people who did 
not have it. Today, Juneteenth now is both the 
oldest known celebration of slavery’s demise 
and the nation’s newest national holiday. It 
commemorates freedom while acknowledging 
the sacrifices and contributions made by cou-
rageous African Americans towards making 
our great nation the more conscious and ac-
cepting country that it has become. Let me 
end by noting that the recently passed 400th 
commemoration of the 1619 arrival of the first 
captive Africans in English North America, at 
Point Comfort, Virginia. With those dates as 
an historical marker for today’s hearing, let us 
proceed to the work of repair with free hands, 
full hearts, and a passion for achieving justice. 
Let us also do the work in the spirit of rec-
onciliation and understanding that H.R. 40 rep-
resents. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE EASTPOINTE 
FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT 

HON. ANDY LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Eastpointe Fire 
and Rescue Department, which is celebrating 
its 100th year of service to the community of 
Eastpointe. 

This Fire Department started from humble 
beginnings in 1921, when Eastpointe was 
known as the Village of Halfway. Local fire-
men used hand-pulled hose carts, a model T 
truck and pure grit to protect their small com-
munity. Over the decades, the Fire Depart-
ment adapted to meet the needs of the city’s 
growing population. 

Firefighters banded together in 1946 to raise 
funds for the city’s first ambulance, and in 
1956, the city built the fire station, which con-
tinues to serve citizens of Eastpointe today. In 
recent decades the Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment has made huge advances in prehospital 
care. Today, Eastpointe Fire and Rescue op-
erates two advanced life support fire engines 
that bring state-of-the-art emergency medical 
services straight to the scene. 

But one cannot recognize the Eastpointe 
Fire and Rescue Department without acknowl-

edging the brave individuals who work every 
day to keep residents safe. Twenty-some 
paramedics and fire staff stand at the ready to 
serve the community of Eastpointe 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year. I am exceptionally 
proud to have the honor of recognizing them 
today and to mark this important centennial for 
the city of Eastpointe. Congratulations on one 
hundred years of service.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE COLLIN COUN-
TY SOIL & WATER CONSERVA-
TION DISTRICT 

HON. VAN TAYLOR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the 
Collin County Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict (CCSWCD) on their 75th Anniversary. 

The mission of the Texas State and Water 
Conservation Board is to work in conjunction 
with local Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
tricts (SWCDs) in order to encourage the wise 
and productive use of natural resources, en-
suring needs are met for future generations in 
a manner that promotes a clean, healthy envi-
ronment, and strong economic growth. As 
such, on August 12, 1946, the Texas Sec-
retary of State signed and sealed the Certifi-
cate of Organization for the Collin County Soil 
Conservation District No. 535. 

The Collin County Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District, is a locally organized, self-gov-
erning body tasked with ‘‘preserving natural 
resources, controlling floods, preventing im-
pairments of dams and reservoirs, assisting in 
maintaining the navigability of rivers and har-
bors, and promoting the health, safety, and 
general welfare of the people of this state.’’ 

In addition to the many functions and re-
sponsibilities of the CCSWCD, they also serve 
a valuable role by planning measures to pre-
vent the flooding of thousands of acres of rich 
soil in Collin County, hosting local work group 
meetings to address natural resource con-
servation needs at a local level, and working 
with local landowners to develop water quality 
management plans to address non-point 
source pollution in the Lake Lavon watershed. 

Now upon this milestone anniversary, I con-
gratulate the Collin County Soil & Water Con-
servation District and wish them continued 
success as they meet the local needs of Collin 
County while ensuring the conservation of our 
most valuable resources. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SOUTHEAST PENN-
SYLVANIA’S GIRL SCOUT GOLD 
AWARD RECIPIENTS FOR 2020 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the following individuals for 
receiving the Girl Scouts of the United States 
of America Gold Award, the highest achieve-
ment a Girl Scout can earn. To receive this 
distinguished accolade, a Girl Scout must 
demonstrate outstanding accomplishments in 

the areas of leadership, community service, 
career planning, and personal development. 

On behalf of all residents of the First Con-
gressional District, I congratulate these emerg-
ing leaders on their achievement. We are in-
credibly grateful for their commitment to serv-
ice and the lasting impact they will have on 
our community. 

Name and Troop No.: 
Amylynn F. Garner, 7656. 
Anne P. Johnson, 2670. 
Anusha Sindia, 7271. 
Catherine J. Smith, 2974. 
Caylee Elizabeth Jumbelic, 229. 
Corinne E. Carlson, 2044. 
Georgia J. Moon, 2670. 
Julia K. Trainer, 2135. 
Kathryn Myer, 2401. 
Mary C. Gordon, 21267. 
Megan L. Swirsding, 2056. 
Rebekah Atkins, 2056. 

f 

HONORING LORI ROSALES AS A 
28TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Women’s History Month. Each 
year, we pay special tribute to the contribu-
tions and sacrifices made by our nation’s 
women. It is an honor to pay homage to out-
standing women who are making a difference 
in my Congressional District. I would like to 
recognize a remarkable woman, Lori Rosales 
of the Atwater Village neighborhood of Los 
Angeles, California. 

Born and raised in Colorado, Ms. Rosales 
attended the University of Northern Colorado 
and received her Master’s in Education with 
Administration Credentials from Loyola 
Marymount University. With a firm belief that 
all children need to be educated fairly and are 
valued, to that end, she has spent nearly two 
decades in education: as an elementary 
school teacher, a high school principal, an 
educational consultant, and in her current po-
sition working for the University of California 
Los Angeles Center X Math Project. 

It is motherhood and her volunteer career 
with Friends of Atwater Elementary (FoAE), a 
parent support group for Atwater Elementary 
School, that are the most near and dear to 
Lori’s heart. A longtime Atwater Village resi-
dent, for the last four years, Lori has served 
as president of FoAE, bringing her community- 
building skills to the organization. Under her 
stellar leadership, she organized and suc-
ceeded in the effort to bring the Spanish Dual 
Language Immersion Program to the school, 
an effort she considers her greatest accom-
plishment. In addition, FoAE raised funds for 
beautification and projects such as the Innova-
tion Lab, the garden program, the installation 
of new murals, and a bilingual math program. 

During the coronavirus pandemic, Ms. 
Rosales organized volunteers to sort and pack 
books so all the school’s children would re-
ceive books to read at home, sent 350 stuffed 
animal bears (Cubby the Bear is Atwater Ele-
mentary School’s mascot) to the children for 
emotional support, and fundraised for school 
supplies for each child in the 2020–2021 
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school year. Additionally, when the school be-
came aware of a few families who experi-
enced the loss of loved ones or employment 
loss due to the pandemic, they contacted Lori, 
who swiftly responded, gathering financial do-
nations from neighbors in the community for 
those families, enabling neighbors to become 
directly involved in helping their neighbors. 

Lori is married to her college sweetheart 
from Colorado, Craig Rosales, and they have 
three children: Estes, Tyson, and Vinny. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring this exceptional, well-re-
spected woman of California’s 28th Congres-
sional District, Lori Rosales. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MIGUEL 
CONCHAS 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the career and achievements of 
Miguel A. Conchas, one of Laredo’s pre-
eminent business leaders and a distinguished 
member of our community. Miguel has served 
for 29 years as President of the Laredo Cham-
ber of Commerce, nourishing and advancing 
the quality of business, economic vitality, and 
community standards. Our city has undoubt-
edly flourished because of his outstanding en-
thusiasm and commitment to his work. 

Mr. Conchas began his career as an Ele-
mentary school teacher and served as an Ad-
ministrator for the College of Education at La-
redo State University. His fondness for teach-
ing unquestionably influenced his success in 
training and cultivating local business develop-
ment. After his career in education Miguel 
served as the Laredo Convention and Visitors 
Bureau Director, targeting promotional pro-
grams to improve Laredo tourism. 

Appropriately, his impressive career as 
President of the Chamber includes a long list 
of awards, often recognizing his success and 
diligence in trade and business expansion in 
Laredo. He received monumental recognition 
from state and federal leaders for his activism 
for NAFTA, which was instrumental in the leg-
islation becoming law. 

Throughout his long career, Mr. Conchas 
has sought to better his city through edu-
cation, activism, and professional develop-
ment. He and I have worked closely over the 
years on trade projects, and I consider him a 
close friend. Miguel is the embodiment of hard 
work and optimism, and I wish him a long and 
very happy retirement with his wife, Cynthia. 
May this ending bring many new beginnings 
for him and his family. 

f 

IN HONOR OF VIVIAN CREIGHTON 
BISHOP 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, it 
is with great pride and admiration that I rise 
today to honor and commend an extraordinary 
public servant, wife, mother, political operative 

and friend to many, The Honorable Vivian 
Creighton Bishop, upon her retirement as the 
elected Clerk of The Municipal Court of Co-
lumbus, Georgia. Ms. Bishop retired on De-
cember 31, 2020 after 28 years of distin-
guished service. Due to the COVID–19 pan-
demic, a retirement celebration was delayed 
and combined with a belated birthday party 
that was held at 6:30 pm on July 23, 2021 at 
Warehouse Nine, 920 9th Street, Columbus, 
Georgia. 

Vivian Francine Creighton was born July 9, 
1951 to the late Frank Richard Creighton and 
Evelyn Rushin Creighton at Martin Army Hos-
pital, Fort Benning, Georgia. Because her fa-
ther was a career noncommissioned officer in 
the United States Army, she and her older sis-
ter, Jacqueline and her younger brother Frank, 
Jr. as military dependents lived and traveled in 
multiple places across the United States and 
abroad. Vivian graduated high school in 
Wurzburg, Germany, but frequently during her 
childhood and adolescence, the family lived in 
Columbus, Georgia where she and her sib-
lings would attend school. Following gradua-
tion in 1969, she was accepted to the Univer-
sity of Maryland Campus in Wurzburg but had 
to withdraw when her father received orders 
for Viet Nam. She attended Columbus Tech-
nical College, Atlanta Junior College and 
Georgia State University. After perfect scores 
on the Georgia State Merit Exams she se-
cured employment in Atlanta with the Depart-
ment of Family and Childrens’ Services and 
later with the Georgia State Department of 
Education where she managed Human Re-
sources for Georgia Public Television. 

In 1999 she married Meldon Owens and 
they produced a daughter, Aayesha. They 
moved to Columbus where she was hired as 
an Accounting Clerk in Operations and Pur-
chasing at Jack T. Rutledge State Prison 
where she rose through the ranks to become 
comptroller at the Prison, being among the 
first African Americans and females to do so 
at the Georgia Department of Corrections. Al-
though her marriage ended in divorce, she 
worked hard in her career and was named 
Georgia Department of Corrections ‘‘Employee 
of the Year for Administrative Support’’ after 
she developed an innovative program for man-
aging inmate accounts that was utilized sys-
tem wide. After 16 years, Vivian left State gov-
ernment to become an entrepreneur, opening 
a gift and flower shop, ‘‘Baskets of Delight.’’ 

In 1992, Vivian was asked by a friend who 
was a victim of domestic violence to go with 
her to get a warrant from the Municipal Court 
of Columbus, Georgia. Witnessing the rude 
treatment she was receiving from Court em-
ployees, Vivian questioned their conduct and 
was told that if she did not like the way the of-
fice was being run she should run for it her-
self. And run she did. Vivian Creighton was 
elected countywide and became the first Afri-
can American female to win countywide office 
in Muscogee County, Georgia—a position she 
held for 28 years. As Clerk she reorganized 
the office to maximize customer service, pro-
mote efficiency and achieved flawless audits 
with special recognition noted to City Council 
regarding her exit audit. During her years as 
Clerk she was loved and respected by all who 
used the court as being competent, kind, com-
passionate and helpful. 

In 2001, Vivian Creighton married yours 
truly, Congressman SANFORD BISHOP, after a 
long courtship. We recently celebrated our 

20th wedding anniversary, having survived as 
a political couple in spite of conflicting views. 
She was Co-Chair of the Georgia Hillary Clin-
ton Presidential Campaign and I was Co-Chair 
of the Georgia Barack Obama Presidential 
Campaign. In her own right she helped elect 
countless state and local officials including 
me, mentored others and is constantly sought 
out for political advice and counsel. 

Vivian was elected President of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus Spouses. She was 
the first Georgian and the only African Amer-
ican elected President of the prestigious Con-
gressional Club, the Congressionally Char-
tered bi-partisan organization of the spouses 
of members of Congress, ambassadors, Su-
preme Court Justices, and Cabinet secre-
taries. She chaired the annual ‘‘First Lady’s 
Luncheon’’ with First Lady Michelle Obama. 
Moreover, she raised over$ I million for the 
National March of Dimes Gala and won top 
awards as a celebrity chef. 

On the local level Vivian has been active in 
numerous groups, including NAACP, Rotary 
Club, Girls Inc., The Links, Inc., American 
Cancer Society, Muscogee Democratic Party 
and more. She is a longtime member of M.L. 
Harris United Methodist Church although she 
regularly attends Mount Zion Baptist Church of 
Albany, Georgia wherein I am a Deacon. 

Vivian has accomplished much in her life 
but it would not have been possible without 
the continuous love and support of her fam-
ily—daughter, Aayesha; granddaughter, 
Londyn; sister, Jacqueline, nieces, nephews, 
cousins and legions of friends, all of whom 
love her dearly. And beyond the shadow of a 
doubt, she is the love of my life. 

It has been said that ‘‘Service is the rent we 
pay for the space we occupy on this earth.’’ 
Vivian Creighton Bishop has paid her rent and 
paid it well. She has done so much for so 
many for so long. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
of the House of Representatives join me, 
along with the more 730,000 people of the 
2nd Congressional District in honoring and 
commending The Honorable Vivian Creighton 
Bishop for her outstanding career of public 
service and her many contributions to her 
community, her State and this nation. Best 
wishes to her as she enters this new chapter 
of her life. 

f 

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF COLORADO SPRINGS, 
COLORADO 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the heart of Colorado’s Fifth 
Congressional District, Colorado Springs, Col-
orado. This July 31st, we celebrate 150 years 
since General William Jackson Palmer, a Civil 
War hero and railroad magnate, founded Colo-
rado Springs in 1871. 

The region’s first inhabitants were Native 
Americans, such as the Ute, Cheyenne, Arap-
aho, and many others. They gathered at the 
base of Pikes Peak, known today as Amer-
ica’s Mountain, near its abundant springs in 
what is now called Garden of the Gods Park. 
As they followed vast herds of bison, the Ute 
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would camp in nearby red rock canyon and 
visit the bubbling mineral water springs we still 
enjoy today. 

The region lies along the extreme south-
western edge of the Louisiana Territory, which 
President Thomas Jefferson purchased in 
1803. Following the Louisiana Purchase, ex-
plorers and settlers began to venture west. 

In November 1806, American explorer 
Zebulon Pike traveled through the area and 
was credited for ‘‘discovering’’ Pikes Peak. He 
and his group attempted to reach the summit, 
but they were neither dressed nor equipped to 
climb the mountain that ultimately came to 
bear his name. 

General William Jackson Palmer ushered in 
a new era of Colorado Springs history in 1869. 
During his first visit to the area, he fell in love 
with its ‘‘most enticing scenery.’’ In 1870, 
Palmer wrote to his wife: ‘‘Could one live in 
constant view of these grand mountains with-
out being elevated by them into a lofty plane 
of thought and purpose?’’ 

In the 1890s, one of the richest gold strikes 
in American history was discovered on the 
western slope of Pikes Peak. Almost over-
night, the Cripple Creek Mining District grew 
from an isolated cattle pasture to the home of 
more than 50,000 people. As a result, by the 
turn of the 19th century, Colorado Springs was 
called ‘‘the city of millionaires.’’ 

One of these millionaires was Spencer 
Penrose, who made his first fortune in Cripple 
Creek. He used his vast resources to build the 
Pikes Peak and Cheyenne Mountain High-
ways and to establish the Cheyenne Mountain 
Zoo, Will Rogers Shrine, and The Broadmoor 
Hotel. In addition, he and his wife, Julie, cre-
ated the El Pomar Foundation, which still gen-
erously supports many worthy causes in the 
Pikes Peak region and across Colorado. 

At the turn of the century, inspired by a trip 
to the summit of Pikes Peak, Katharine Lee 
Bates penned what has become our country’s 
most famous poem and song, ‘‘America the 
Beautiful.’’ 

In the 1940s, the U.S. Army opened Camp 
Carson, marking the beginning of a strong and 
vital military presence in the Pikes Peak re-
gion. In 1954, the Air Force broke ground for 
the United States Air Force Academy to con-
tinue this military tradition. Today, Colorado 
Springs is home to major military installations, 
including Fort Carson, Peterson Air Force 
Base, the U.S. Space Command, NORAD 
(North American Aerospace Defense Com-
mand), Schriever Air Force Base, and the 
United States Air Force Academy. 

In 1978, Colorado Springs became home to 
the United States Olympic and Paralympic 
Committee Headquarters. In addition, over 20 
National Olympic governing bodies, more than 
50 national sport organizations, the Colorado 
Springs Olympic and Paralympic Training 
Center, and the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic 
Museum reside in the Pikes Peak region. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
in the House of Representatives join me in 
celebrating this great city’s legacy and rich 
history. Out of humble beginnings and culture- 
rich traditions, Colorado Springs has grown to 
be a destination location for world-class ath-
letes, nature lovers, families, and adventure 
seekers. 

Congratulations to Colorado Springs on their 
150th anniversary. May God Bless them, and 
may God Bless America. 

EULOGY FOR WALLACE ‘‘WALLY’’ 
BARNES 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, on Monday June 21, 2021, I at-
tended the funeral service for Wallace ‘‘Wally’’ 
Barnes. I wish to include in the RECORD my 
eulogy for Wally’s wife, former U.S. Secretary 
of Commerce Barbara Franklin, who served 
our Nation with distinction. I will always treas-
ure Wally’s friendship and am grateful for his 
leadership in Connecticut and across the Na-
tion. 

Barbara, Tom and Melanie, Jarre and 
Whit, the entire Barnes family—what an 
honor to be part of this tribute to Wally. 

COVID has certainly turned our lives up-
side down, and while time doesn’t ease his 
passing, it has provided us time to reflect on 
the man. Even at 94, he was still an immense 
resource, whose advice was widely sought by 
business and civic leaders. 

In this state—the land of steady habits; a 
state of sturdy Oaks—he was a Giant Se-
quoia. I guess when you ’re a direct descend-
ent of Ebenezer Barnes, the first settler of 
Bristol, one could argue that Wally was the 
embodiment of the concept of ‘‘Noblesse 
Oblige.’’ 

And that obligation started with love of 
family and carried over to his beloved com-
munity of Bristol, the State of Connecticut, 
and our great Nation. Any examination of 
his life in general—both in and out of public 
office—quickly demonstrates that public 
service was not some avocation, or hobby for 
Wally, it was a way of life. 

A value he cherished, practiced, and nur-
tured in his family, his community, his 
state, and nation. And was reflected in his 
business, civic, and charitable endeavors. I 
was fortunate to first meet Wally when I was 
in the Connecticut Senate. We shared that 
common experience of being a part of ‘‘The 
Circle.’’ 

As many know, the State Senate is called 
the Circle because of its geometric shape, 
but also because unlike the House of Rep-
resentatives, we sit in a circle of peers, nei-
ther distinguished by rank or political affili-
ation . . . as equals. 

We chuckled over his famous ‘‘Nikita 
Khrushchev moment.’’ This Republican scion 
of the Prescott Bush era was hardly a 
Nikita—but his actions worked. He got the 
public’s and press’ attention and made us all 
remember that it’s important not to abuse 
the rights of the minority. 

He first ran for Congress in 1954 against 
Thomas J. Dodd, and I would like to read a 
letter to you Barbara from someone familiar 
with that race: 

LETTER FROM SENATOR CHRIS DODD 
Dear Barbara, I sincerely regret that I can-

not be with you in person today to celebrate 
Wally’s life. He was a good friend. 

Wally and I enjoyed a warm relationship 
spanning many decades. Like so many oth-
ers, I admired Wally, I appreciated his coun-
sel, advice, and support. I was also thankful 
for his willingness to clearly share his 
views—when we agreed and when we dis-
agreed. 

Barbara, as you and your family know, our 
families go back many years. It was 67 years 
ago in 1954 when Wally and my father com-
peted for the same congressional seat, the 
very seat that John Larson now holds. 

Wally, of course, went on to have a very 
successful and productive life. The Barnes 

Group, as all of us in Connecticut are aware, 
was extremely successful under Wally’s lead-
ership. Further, Wally loved his hometown of 
Bristol and was a treasured, contributing 
member of the community and our state for 
many, many years. 

Let me add that Wally Barnes was a great 
example of what might be called an Amer-
ican original. If I were asked to describe my 
image of a great American, I could not give 
a better description than Wally Barnes—pa-
triotic, creative, imaginative, thoughtful, a 
person who was always willing to help oth-
ers, with healthy doses of confidence and hu-
mility. 

And so, Barbara, we were fortunate that 
Wally was a part of our lives and we thank 
you for sharing him with us. 

Christopher J. Dodd. 
Wally and I both served in the Senate for 

12 years. He was the Republican Leader and 
I, as a Democrat- in different times but with 
a similar result. We were both candidates for 
Governor for our respective parties—he in 
1970, and I in 1994. 

In what was a to be a heartbreaking loss 
for the citizens of the State-he lost to Tom 
Meskill, and I to Bill Curry. We had both 
served on various commissions and I can re-
member a call I received from him after my 
defeat. But mostly I remember that laugh, 
when he asked how I felt and I said, ‘‘Hey, 
Peacock one day, feather duster the next.’’ 
And he laughed that hearty Barnes laugh of 
disarming approval. Here this giant of indus-
try, presiding over chambers of commerce, 
the Connecticut Business and Industry Asso-
ciation, this highly respected Republican, 
was calling to soften the blow that only peo-
ple who have been through it can grasp. I 
can’t tell you how important that was and 
what it meant to me personally. 

Wally’s sense of humor, his ability to re-
late to the everyday concerns of ordinary 
people, was remarkable and endeared him to 
me and those around him. He was genuine 
and sincere, believable and had our trust. 
And his focus was always on getting things 
done. Quite a contrast to politics today. Bar-
bara I would like to read a letter to you: 

LETTER FROM PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN 
Dear Madam Secretary, Jill and I send our 

deepest sympathies on the passing of your 
beloved husband, Wally. We are thinking of 
you and praying for your peace. 

There are few words that I can share to 
ease the pain of losing a partner—it leaves a 
hole in our hearts. Wally dedicated himself 
to the people of Connecticut and the state he 
loved. He was a leader, a good man, and a 
great husband, father, grandfather, and 
great-grandfather. As you reflect on your 
time together, may the love that you shared 
be a shining light in the years to come. 

There is an Irish headstone I often quote. 
It reads, ‘‘Death leaves a heartache no one 
can heal. Love leaves a memory no one can 
steal.’’ Though the grieving process never 
quite ends, I promise you that the day will 
come when Wally’s memory will bring a 
smile to your lips before it brings a tear to 
your eye. My prayer for you is that this day 
comes sooner rather than later. 

Sincerely, Joe Biden. 
Time does heal as the President has indi-

cated and has brought a few tears but an 
equal number of smiles for a man who put 
service above self. 

A master pilot, he applied to politics what 
he applied to aviation. And just like George 
H.W. Bush, he believed in the pilot’s team 
C.A.V.U., which stands for Ceiling And Visi-
bility Unlimited. He inspired others to be-
lieve that you could go as far and as high as 
their vision, imagination, and courage will 
take you. 

Thank you, Wally Barnes. God bless you, 
God bless America. 
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HONORING DR. WINT HUN AS A 

28TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Women’s History Month. Each 
year, we pay special tribute to the contribu-
tions and sacrifices made by our nation’s 
women. It is an honor to pay homage to out-
standing women who are making a difference 
in my Congressional District. I would like to 
recognize a remarkable woman, Dr. Wint Hun 
of La Cañada Flintridge, California. 

Wint was born in Chauk, an isolated area of 
Myanmar. Wint’s hero and mentor, her father, 
was a medical doctor who worked in an un-
derserved area and encouraged her to be-
come a physician who would have a positive 
effect on the community she served. After he 
passed away, her family moved to Yangon, 
Myanmar where her mother, now a single par-
ent, raised her and her sister. After her high 
school graduation, with a film resolve to follow 
in her father’s footsteps and become a physi-
cian, Wint enrolled at the University of Medi-
cine in Yahgon, one of the oldest medical 
schools in South East Asia, and obtained her 
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery 
(MBBS) degree. 

After Wint graduated, she moved to the 
United States and continued her studies. She 
finished her residency in Internal Medicine at 
NYU Hospital in Brooklyn, New York, and then 
moved to Southern California, where she com-
pleted her Infectious Diseases Fellowship at 
the University of California, Irvine. 

Board-certified in Infectious Disease and In-
ternal Medicine, Dr. Hun treats patients in her 
office and at Adventist Health Glendale, Uni-
versity of Southern California (USC) Verdugo 
Hills Hospital and Methodist Hospital in Arca-
dia. Believing that everyone deserves kind-
ness and respect, Wint cares for her patients 
as she would for her own family, listening to 
their needs and finding a solution together. 

When coronavirus became a world-wide 
pandemic, it struck at the core of Dr. Hun’s 
specialty as an Infectious Disease physician. 
From the outset of the pandemic, Dr. Hun’s 
fearlessness and expertise emboldened USC 
Verdugo Hills Hospital’s team, giving them 
courage to battle the healthcare crisis. She 
was also an indispensable resource to the In-
fection Prevention team, as it developed rapid 
isolation and testing protocols to keep patients 
and staff safe. Dr. Hun is thankful for the op-
portunity to help so many people and is espe-
cially honored to be part of USC Verdugo Hills 
Hospital’s outstanding care team. 

Dr. Hun and her husband, Victor Chan live 
in La Cañada Flintridge, and they enjoy trav-
eling, gardening, and spending time with 
friends and family. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring this exceptional, well-re-
spected woman of California’s 28th Congres-
sional District, Dr. Wint Hun. 

IN RECOGNITION OF PEGGY 
SENTER 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Ms. KUSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to offer my sincere gratitude to Peggy Senter 
on the occasion of her retirement as the 
founding president of Concord Community 
Music School. 

For nearly four decades, Peggy has pro-
vided a place for students to learn, grow, and 
create. Concord Community Music School 
leads numerous music programs designed to 
build a sense of community by offering class-
es for all ages, musical abilities, and back-
grounds. Through Peggy’s energetic leader-
ship, Concord Community Music School con-
tinues to expand services and be recognized 
nationally for its innovative and well managed 
programs. 

On behalf of New Hampshire’s Second Con-
gressional District and all those who have 
been impacted by Peggy’s vision, I thank her 
for her incredible service and congratulate her 
on all she has accomplished. I wish Peggy the 
best of luck in her new chapter and look for-
ward to our continued work together to make 
New Hampshire an even better place to live, 
work, and raise a family. 

f 

HONORING DEMARKO WALKER AS 
IOWAN OF THE WEEK 

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor DeMarko Walker as Iowan of the Week. 
Haircuts can make you feel refreshed, like a 
new and improved version of yourself. At East 
High School in Des Moines, it can also signify 
you’re on the right path. DeMarko Walker has 
volunteered his time at the school since 2019 
in order to reward select students who are 
showing initiative when it comes to their edu-
cation with free haircuts. 

DeMarko is a barber at a local barbershop 
in Des Moines, Universal Kutz. DeMarko was 
looking to use his passion for cutting hair as 
a way to give back to the community that has 
helped him to become the person he is today. 
Haircuts boost a lot of people’s self-confidence 
and make everybody feel good, so he teamed 
up with East High School in Des Moines to 
create a program for students to get free hair-
cuts. 

DeMarko explained his pop-up barbershop 
was created for students who show progress 
in areas such as attendance, achievement, 
and social interactions. Since implementing 
this measure, East High School has seen im-
provements on a case-by-case basis: im-
proved attendance for targeted classes, im-
proved achievement for targeted classes, 
more connectivity with the school, and 
healthier interactions with both adults and 
peers. 

Education is the foundation of so many of 
our communities and shapes our future as a 
nation. I want to thank DeMarko for everything 
he is doing in the community to make it a bet-

ter place to live and learn. I commend his cre-
ative initiatives at East High School. I will con-
tinue to fight in Congress to support our youth 
and one of the best ways to do that is to sup-
port community members like DeMarko. It is 
my pleasure to recognize DeMarko Walker as 
Iowan of the Week. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PHYLLIS 
GOULD 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, my col-
league JARED HUFFMAN and I rise to honor the 
late Phyllis Gould, one of the Bay Area Rosie 
the Riveters whose work was essential for the 
United States and its allies to win the war. 
Phyllis passed away on July 20, 2021, just shy 
of her 100th birthday on October 7. We had 
the honor and pleasure to work with Phyllis on 
legislation that recognizes the immense con-
tributions the Rosies have made to history. 

Phyllis Mickey Gould was born at Camp 
Lewis, now Fort Lewis, Washington. Her father 
served in the Army for 30 years and received 
a Silver Star and Purple Heart for his service 
in France during World War I. Back during that 
time, Phyllis liked to explain, women didn’t 
plan a career at an early age, instead they 
learned to cook and sew and were expected 
to marry young and raise a family. World War 
II changed that. Men were drafted to fight the 
war, leaving the jobs building ships, planes 
and munitions vacant. More than ten million 
women nationwide stepped in. In July 1942, 
Phyllis became one of the first six women 
welders at Kaiser shipyards in Richmond, Cali-
fornia. Soon she was followed by her two sis-
ters who became a draftsman and a welder 
and by her mother who became a painter. The 
Richmond shipyard built a record 747 cargo 
ships. Phyllis worked as a welder until the end 
of the war. 

The Rosies were iconized by a poster by 
Howard Miller which ironically didn’t become 
famous until 40 years after its creation. It’s a 
poster of a young woman with a polka dot 
bandana, rolling up her denim shirt sleeve, 
flexing her bicep and exclaiming ‘‘We Can Do 
It!’’ Miller was hired by Westinghouse Com-
pany’s War Production Coordinating Com-
mittee in 1942 to create a series of posters of 
inspirational images to boost worker morale. It 
was displayed only to Westinghouse employ-
ees in the Midwest for two weeks in 1943 and 
then disappeared. In the 1980s it was redis-
covered, labeled Rosie the Riveter and be-
came a symbol for American feminism. 

For Phyllis, the Rosies never received the 
recognition they deserved, so she made it her 
life’s mission to change that and this is how 
my colleagues and I came to know her. She 
was laser focused, feisty and tenacious. She 
emphatically stated, ‘‘The military could not 
have done what it did without what we did! 
Every item they needed to succeed—a woman 
helped produce!!’’ Her ultimate dream was to 
have a National Rosie Holiday, a plaque at 
veterans memorials across the country, a stat-
ue on the Washington Mall, an annual special 
commemorative coin, and a ticker tape parade 
down 5th Avenue in New York. You see, Phyl-
lis always aimed high. For her personally, she 
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said, she wanted to be able to say on her 
gravestone: Mission Accomplished! 

While she didn’t accomplish everything on 
her ambitious dream list, she accomplished a 
lot in her decades of advocacy for these war 
sheroes. In 2014, she and five other Rosies 
were invited to the White House and met with 
President Obama and then-Vice President 
Biden, even snatching a hug from him. Con-
gressman HUFFMAN carried, and I cospon-
sored, a bill that designated March 21 as 
Rosie the Riveter Day during Women’s History 
Month. It has to be renewed each year, but 
we do have a national holiday, thanks in large 
part to Phyllis’ work. I carried, and Congress-
man HUFFMAN cosponsored, the Rosie the 
Riveter Congressional Gold Medal Act which 
was signed into law in December 2020. The 
U.S. mint is now in the process of designing 
the medal and Phyllis was deeply involved in 
sharing her design ideas with the mint. 

In 2019, Phyllis and two fellow Rosies trav-
eled to France for the 75th Anniversary of D- 
Day. In a letter to Senator SCHUMER, she 
wrote that the people of France honored their 
work with parades, a banquet, gifts and a 
medal. In 2000, The Rosie the Riveter WWII 
Home Front National Historical Park opened 
its doors in Richmond, due to the advocacy of 
Phyllis and her fellow Rosies. 

Madam Speaker, Phyllis Gould never 
stopped fighting for the Rosies and she re-
fused to take no for an answer. She was 
fiercely independent. She lived alone in her 
apartment and drove a stick shift truck up until 
a few days before she fell ill at 99. She proud-
ly displayed photos of herself with the Presi-
dent and Vice President and Members of Con-
gress. She didn’t have a computer or cell 
phone, but she made countless phone calls 
from her landline and wrote countless hand-
written letters to federal and state elected offi-
cials to plead for proper recognition of these 
war heroes. In our book, she has permission 
to write Mission Accomplished on her grave-
stone. 

f 

HONORING DAISY DE LA TORRE AS 
A 28TH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Women’s History Month. Each 
year, we pay special tribute to the contribu-
tions and sacrifices made by our nation’s 
women. It is an honor to pay homage to out-
standing women who are making a difference 
in my Congressional District. I would like to 
recognize a remarkable woman, Daisy De La 
Torre of the Elysian Valley neighborhood of 
Los Angeles, California. 

A life-long resident of Elysian Valley, Daisy 
attended Immaculate Heart High School and 
in 2017, obtained her Bachelor’s Degree in 
Nursing from the University of San Francisco. 
In 2018, she began her vocation as a nurse at 
Dignity Health Glendale Memorial Hospital. 

As a labor and delivery nurse, Daisy has 
been an essential frontline worker with 
coronavirus patients throughout the entire pan-
demic. New life is normally celebrated daily in 
her unit, however due to the coronavirus, un-

certainty and anxiety developed in this unit, as 
expectant mothers were occasionally com-
pelled to experience their babies’ births alone. 
In some instances, due to the mothers’ 
COVID–19 positive status, mothers were sep-
arated from their babies after they were born. 
Ms. De La Torre stepped up to the challenge, 
working overtime as needed and consistently 
providing kindness, comfort, and compassion 
to those under her care, often substituting for 
absent family members, while concurrently 
welcoming new lives as so many lives were 
lost nationwide. 

When Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) 
became scarce at the hospital, Daisy con-
tacted local Elysian Valley businesses, non-
profits, and friends, such as Waxpaper, LA 
Mas and Suay Sew Shop who quickly re-
sponded with donations of locally made masks 
for hospital staff, as well as for family mem-
bers and neighbors. Daisy’s leadership ex-
tended beyond obtaining PPE and she worked 
with LA Mas, a nonprofit organization to pro-
vide food to families in need in the Elysian 
Valley area during the pandemic. 

Daisy was one of the first group of frontline 
workers to receive a first dose of COVID–19 
vaccine in December of 2020, and has been 
a strong advocate for vaccine awareness, as-
sisting in this effort through social media plat-
forms and scheduling vaccine appointments. 
She is grateful for the opportunity to help peo-
ple through nursing and for the many bless-
ings in her life. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring this exceptional, well-re-
spected woman of California’s 28th Congres-
sional District, Daisy De La Torre. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND MILI-
TARY SERVICE OF EUGENE S. 
KOLUPSKI 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I rise to honor 
the life and legacy of World War II veteran, 
Eugene S. Kolupski, who was laid to rest with 
full military honors at Arlington National Ceme-
tery today, July 26, 2021. Eugene was born 
on August 23, 1924, and passed away peace-
fully at his home in Encino, California, at the 
age of 94 on July 5, 2019. 

During the Second World War, Eugene was 
a part of the 885th Heavy Bombardment 
Squadron of the United States Army Air 
Forces. He served in eight campaigns, includ-
ing Northern France, Southern France, North 
Apennines, Po Valley, Balkans, Rome-Arno, 
Naples-Foggia, and the Rhineland. For his val-
iant military service, Eugene was awarded one 
Silver Star, three Bronze Stars, and a Presi-
dential Distinguished Unit Emblem with an 
Oak Leaf Cluster, among other medals. Before 
he passed, he was also presented the French 
Legion of Honor Medal by the French Govern-
ment, France’s highest honor. 

The 885th Heavy Bombardment Squadron, 
despite its name, never dropped a single 
bomb during the war. While under the com-
mand of the 15th Air Force, its missions were 
often top secret. They were often tasked with 
dropping Office of Strategic Service agents 
behind enemy territory and dispersing weap-

ons and supplies to the French and Italian re-
sistance. In preparation for the D-Day land-
ings, the squadron placed agents behind 
enemy lines to obtain information on German 
installations and scout glider landing areas. 
They flew modified B–17 Flying Fortresses 
and B–24 Liberators that were painted black 
to better blend in during night missions. Since 
all of their operations were flown at unusually 
low altitudes, the 885th suffered some of the 
heaviest losses during the war. 

Eugene is survived by his wife Delores 
(Taroni), his children, Thomas and his wife, 
Tamara, of Seabrook, Texas; Corinne Ginett 
and her husband, James, of Sodus Point, New 
York; Joseph of Encino, California; Ann Marie 
Porretta of Webster, New York, his seven 
grandchildren, and a great-granddaughter. 

Madam Speaker, I honor Eugene S. 
Kolupski as one of the last members of the 
Greatest Generation. His faithful service to our 
country will not be forgotten, and my heartfelt 
prayers remain with his family and friends. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF AMBASSADOR 
ELIN SULEYMANOV 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the diplomatic tour of Ambassador 
Elin Suleymanov of Azerbaijan. Since regain-
ing independence in 1991, Azerbaijan has 
faced ethnic and geopolitical opposition, im-
periling its independence and democracy. Am-
bassador Suleymanov—one of the longest- 
serving ambassadors in Washington—has 
served as a force of peace and diplomacy in 
the region, working honorably to advance 
prosperity and enhance the U.S. relationship 
with Azerbaijan. We congratulate him as the 
U.S. and Azerbaijan will mark 30 years of dip-
lomatic relations next year. 

Before his diplomatic tour, he was the first 
Azerbaijani to graduate from the University of 
Toledo in 1994 as a part of the U.S.- funded 
Muskie Fellowship. In 2004, Ambassador Su-
leymanov became the first Azerbaijani to re-
ceive the Master of Law and Diplomacy de-
gree from the Fletcher School at Tufts Univer-
sity. Following his academic pursuits, he 
served as Azerbaijan’s first Consul General in 
Los Angeles, establishing the nation’s diplo-
matic presence on the West Coast. 

Ambassador Suleymanov’s personal con-
cern for Azerbaijan inspired his concerted ad-
vocacy for the refugee crisis. Before joining 
diplomatic service, he worked with the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, pro-
viding care and protection to the thousands of 
people displaced by the three-decades-long 
Armenia Azerbaijan conflict. 

Additionally, Ambassador Suleymanov has a 
special partnership with the State of Texas. 
The Ambassador is especially fond of the City 
of Laredo and has helped establish edu-
cational partnerships between TAMIU and uni-
versities in Azerbaijan. He has visited Laredo 
for the Washington Birthday Celebration more 
frequently than any other ambassador accred-
ited in Washington, and he has a special ap-
preciation for Laredo’s own Palenque Grill. 

I am pleased to congratulate Ambassador 
Suleymanov on decades of building a strong 
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relationship between Azerbaijan and the 
United States. I commend Ambassador 
Suleymanov’s significant contribution to our 
legislative branch, working closely with Mem-
bers of Congress to expand the Congressional 
Azerbaijan Caucus and deepen the friendship 
between our nations. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF TIM P. 
KEGEL 

HON. GUY RESCHENTHALER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the life of Tim P. Kegel who 
passed away on May 22, 2021, at the age of 
63. 

Tim became a licensed funeral director in 
1990, working with his predecessor for 10 
years before taking over the business. He es-
tablished Kegel Funeral Home Inc. in 1999 
and ran it for over 20 years, helping the 
Finleyville community and the surrounding re-
gion bury loved ones with dignity. He will al-
ways be remembered for the kindness he 
showed grieving families throughout the burial 
process. 

Tim was a lifelong member of the Finleyville 
Volunteer Fire Department. During his 45 
years with them, he served as president and 
fire chief. Tim could often be found behind the 
wheel of his pride and joy, the department’s 
vintage fire engine. He was instrumental in 
sourcing this engine and brought it to 
Finleyville in 2000. 

His work as a public servant did not stop 
there. Tim served as deputy coroner in Wash-
ington County, which required him to be on 
call 365 days a year. Oftentimes he would 
have to respond to disturbing scenes in the 
dead of night or fight through inclement weath-
er. Despite missing holidays and losing out on 
weekends, Tim continued in this position for 
nearly 30 years. 

Within his community, he held the position 
of president for the Finleyville Borough Coun-
cil. Tim served as treasurer for both the Sons 
of American Legion Post 613 and the 
Finleyville Cemetery Company. He was a de-
voted member of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Finleyville. Tim’s neighbors will al-
ways remember his incredible warmth and im-
passioned storytelling. 

Madam Speaker, Tim P. Kegel led a life of 
service lo his community. From his 45-year 
career as a volunteer firefighter to his incred-
ibly important work identifying and burying the 
deceased, his dedication to his neighbors was 
clear. I have no doubt Tim’s legacy will live on 
in Finleyville and across southwestern Penn-
sylvania. 

f 

URGENT NEED TO PASS LEGISLA-
TION TO PROTECT AND PRE-
SERVE VOTING RIGHTS 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to speak on the fierce urgency of preserving 

the precious right to vote by passing H.R. 4, 
the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement 
Act, H.R. 1, the For The People Act. I will con-
tinue the dialogue at a future time, when I dis-
cuss the importance of passing H.R. 40, legis-
lation which I introduced that establishes a 
commission to study and develop reparation 
proposals for African Americans. 

Madam Speaker, the serious damage to the 
precious right to vote occasioned by the right- 
wing, conservative majority on the Supreme 
Court demands that Congress exercise its 
powers under Section 5 of the 15th Amend-
ment to restore the extraordinary reach and 
effectiveness of Section 2 and Section 5 of the 
Voting Rights Act. As an aside, Madam 
Speaker, on the objection of VRA opponents 
to states subject preclearance having the bur-
den to bail themselves out, I have long said 
that the states that were subject to 
preclearance under the Voting Rights Act 
earned their way in, so it only fitting that they 
earn their way out. 

Madam Speaker, June 25, 2021, marked 
the 8th anniversary of the Supreme Court’s in-
famous decision in Shelby County v. Holder, 
570 U.S. 529 (2013), which immobilized the 
Department of Justice from subjecting dis-
criminatory voting and election law changes to 
prior review and approval, or ‘‘preclearance.’’ 
It was predicted at the time by me and other 
defenders of the precious right to vote that the 
Court’s misguided and naive decision would 
usher in a wave of state and local initiatives 
intended to suppress and nullify the rights of 
black Americans, persons of color, young 
adults, and marginalized communities to exer-
cise the most basic act in the political process: 
voting. As we have seen in recent months, 
this prediction has tragically come to pass. 

Not to be content with the monument to dis-
grace that is the Shelby decision, the activist 
right-wing conservative majority on the Rob-
erts Court, on July 1, 2021, issued its evil 
twin, the decision in Brnovich v. DNC, 594 
U.S. ll, No. 19–1257 and 19–1258 (July 1, 
2021), which engrafts on Section 2 of the Vot-
ing Rights onerous burdens that Congress 
never intended and explicitly legislated against 
to ensure that: ‘‘No voting qualification or pre-
requisite to voting or standard, practice, or 
procedure shall be imposed or applied by any 
State or political subdivision in a manner 
which results in a denial or abridgement of the 
right of any citizen of the United States to vote 
on account of’ race or color, or language mi-
nority status.’’ 

Among these burdens, couched as ‘‘guide-
posts,’’ or ‘‘suggestions’’ are that when review-
ing claims that a facially neutral election law, 
policy, practice, or voting rule has a discrimi-
nator, and therefore unlawful, effect on minor-
ity citizens, courts are to consider the following 
matters: 

1. An ‘‘ordinary burdens’’ or ‘‘mere incon-
venience’’ exception; 2. Size of disparities in 
burdens imposed by the challenged rule; 3. 
Other opportunities to vote provided by a 
state’s election system; 4. Legitimate state in-
terests justifying the challenged voting rule; 
and 5. The degree to which a voting rule de-
parts from what was standard practice when 2 
was amended in 1982. 

Taken together, this Supreme Court cabal is 
saying to racial, ethnic, and language minori-
ties: ‘‘What’s the big deal, it’s only voting. Just 
like with bad weather, sometimes you just 
have grin and bear a little inconvenience.’’ 

This Supreme Court majority has simply never 
understood, or refuses to accept, the funda-
mental importance of the right to vote, free of 
discriminatory hurdles and obstacles. 

Madam Speaker, were it not for the 24th 
Amendment, I venture to say that this con-
servative majority on the Court would subject 
poll taxes and literacy tests to the review 
standard enunciated in Brnovich v. DNC. Their 
predecessors on the Court understood this, 
going back at least as far as 1938, when the 
Supreme Court held in Chief Justice Hughes’ 
famous Footnote 4 in United States v. 
Caroletie Products, 304 U.S. 144 (1938), that 
government action alleged to discriminate 
against ‘‘discrete and insular minorities’’ would 
be subject to ‘‘strict scrutiny’’ by reviewing 
courts. 

Madam Speaker, you might be asking who 
are these ‘discrete and insular minorities’ 
about whom the Court was referring? The an-
swer is they were and are persons ‘‘excluded 
from ‘‘those political processes ordinarily to be 
relied upon to protect’’ them, racial and lan-
guage minorities, and aliens, all of whom were 
denied the single most important tool for pro-
tecting and advancing one’s interests in a de-
mocracy: the right to vote. It is useful, Madam 
Speaker, to recount how we arrived at this 
day. Madam Speaker, fifty-six years ago, in 
Selma, Alabama, hundreds of heroic souls 
risked their lives for freedom and to secure the 
right to vote for all Americans by their partici-
pation in marches for voting rights on ‘‘Bloody 
Sunday,’’ ‘‘Turnaround Tuesday,’’ or the final, 
completed march from Selma to Montgomery. 

Those ‘‘foot soldiers’’ of Selma, brave and 
determined men and women, boys and girls, 
persons of all races and creeds, loved their 
country so much that they were willing to risk 
their lives to make it better, to bring it even 
closer to its founding ideals. The foot soldiers 
marched because they believed that all per-
sons have dignity and the right to equal treat-
ment under the law, and in the making of the 
laws, which is the fundamental essence of the 
right to vote. On that day, Sunday, March 7, 
1965, more than 600 civil rights demonstra-
tors, including our beloved former colleague, 
the late Congressman John Lewis of Georgia, 
were brutally attacked by state and local po-
lice at the Edmund Pettus Bridge as they 
marched from Selma to Montgomery in sup-
port of the right to vote. 

‘‘Bloody Sunday’’ was a defining moment in 
American history because it crystallized for the 
nation the necessity of enacting a strong and 
effective federal law to protect the right to vote 
of every American. No one who witnessed the 
violence and brutally suffered by the foot sol-
diers for justice who gathered at the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge will ever forget it; the images 
are deeply seared in the American memory 
and experience. On August 6, 1965, in the 
Rotunda of the Capitol and in the presence of 
such luminaries as the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and Rev. Ralph Abernathy of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference; 
Roy Wilkins of the NAACP; Whitney Young of 
the National Urban League; James Foreman 
of the Congress of Racial Equality; A. Philip 
Randolph of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters; John Lewis of the Student Non-Vio-
lent Coordinating Committee; Senators Robert 
Kennedy, Hubert Humphrey, and Everett Dirk-
sen; President Johnson addressed the nation 
before signing the Voting Rights Act: ‘‘The 
vote is the most powerful instrument ever de-
vised by man for breaking down injustice and 
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destroying the terrible walls which imprison 
men because they are different from other 
men.’’ 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was critical to 
preventing brazen voter discrimination viola-
tions that historically left millions of African 
Americans disenfranchised. In 1940, for exam-
ple, there were less than 30,000 African Amer-
icans registered to vote in Texas and only 
about 3 percent of African Americans living in 
the South were registered to vote. Poll taxes, 
literacy tests, and threats of violence were the 
major causes of these racially discriminatory 
results. After passage of the Voting Rights Act 
in 1965, which prohibited these discriminatory 
practices, registration and electoral participa-
tion steadily increased to the point that by 
2012, more than 1.2 million African Americans 
living in Texas were registered to vote. 

In 1964, the year before the Voting Rights 
Act became law, there were approximately 
300 African-Americans in public office, includ-
ing just three in Congress. Few, if any, African 
Americans held elective office anywhere in the 
South. Because of the Voting Rights Act, in 
2007 there were more than 9,100 black elect-
ed officials, including 46 members of Con-
gress, the largest number ever. Madam 
Speaker, the Voting Rights Act opened the po-
litical process for many of the approximately 
6,000 Hispanic public officials that have been 
elected and appointed nationwide, including 
more than 275 at the state or federal level, 32 
of whom serve in Congress. Native Ameri-
cans, Asians and others who have historically 
encountered harsh barriers to full political par-
ticipation also have benefited greatly. 

As I indicated, the crown jewel of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 is Section 5, which re-
quires that states and localities with a chronic 
record of discrimination in voting practices se-
cure federal approval before making any 
changes to voting processes. Section 5 has 
protected minority voting rights where voter 
discrimination has historically been the worst. 
Between 1982 and 2006, Section 5 stopped 
more than 1,000 discriminatory voting changes 
in their tracks, including 107 discriminatory 
changes right here in Texas. Passed in 1965 
with the extraordinary leadership of President 
Lyndon Johnson, the greatest legislative ge-
nius of our lifetime, the Voting Rights Act of 
1965 was bringing dramatic change in many 
states across the South. But in 1972, change 
was not coming fast enough or in many places 
in Texas. In fact, Texas, which had never 
elected a woman to Congress or an African 
American to the Texas State Senate, was not 
covered by Section 5 of the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act and the language minorities living 
in South Texas were not protected at all. 

But thanks to the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
and the tireless voter registration work per-
formed in 1972 by Hillary Clinton in Texas, 
along with hundreds of others, including her 
future husband Bill, Barbara Jordan was elect-
ed to Congress, giving meaning to the prom-
ise of the Voting Rights Act that all citizens 
would at long last have the right to cast a vote 
for person of their community, from their com-
munity, for their community. Madam Speaker, 
it is a source of eternal pride to all of us in 
Houston that in pursuit of extending the full 
measure of citizenship to all Americans, in 
1975 Congresswoman Barbara Jordan, who 
also represented this historic 18th Congres-
sional District of Texas, introduced, and the 
Congress adopted, what are now Sections 

4(f)(3) and 4(f)(4) of the Voting Rights Act, 
which extended the protections of Section 4(a) 
and Section 5 to language minorities. 

During the floor debate on the 1975 reau-
thorization of the Voting Rights Act, Congress-
woman Jordan explained why this reform was 
needed: ‘‘There are Mexican-American people 
in the State of Texas who have been denied 
the right to vote; who have been impeded in 
their efforts to register and vote; who have not 
had encouragement from those election offi-
cials because they are brown people. ‘‘So, the 
state of Texas, if we approve this measure, 
would be brought within the coverage of this 
Act for the first time.’’ When it comes to ex-
tending and protecting the precious right vote, 
the Lone Star State—the home state of Lyn-
don Johnson and Barbara Jordan—could be 
the leading state in the Union, one that sets 
the example for the nation. But to realize that 
future, Texas must turn from and not return to 
the dark days of the past. 

By embracing the discriminatory Texas SB7 
and the ‘Big Lie’ that the 2020 election, by all 
accounts adjudged the most secure and inclu-
sive in American history, was riven by voter 
fraud, Texas Republicans are making the 
wrong choice to their eternal shame. Texans 
must remain ever vigilant and oppose all 
schemes that will abridge or dilute the pre-
cious right to vote, like the odious Texas SB7 
recently passed by the Texas State Senate 
but killed, but not yet permanently, by the 
unity and courage of Democrats in the Texas 
State House of Representatives. Madam 
Speaker, I applaud the House Democrats of 
the Texas General Assembly for being on the 
front lines, fighting in opposition to Texas SB7 
on the House floor and I join with them in call-
ing upon the U.S. Senate to eliminate the fili-
buster and to bring to the floor for debate and 
vote—so Congress can pass—H.R. 1 and 
H.R. 4, the John Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act. 

We must all do our part to preserve this 
most important heritage because it was 
earned with the sacrifices and the lives of our 
ancestors. The right to vote is a ‘‘powerful in-
strument that can break down the walls of in-
justice’’ and must be protected against attack 
from all enemies, foreign and domestic, using 
all the legal tools at our disposal. Madam 
Speaker, the right to vote and to participate 
meaningfully in civic and political affairs has 
done more to advance the cause of freedom, 
justice, and equality than the Second Amend-
ment has ever done, if it has done anything at 
all. It is time the Congress act to protect and 
expand the right to vote, the only right that is 
preservative of every other right. 

Madam Speaker, how often have we heard 
our friends across the aisle claim that bur-
dening the right to vote with new restrictions 
and limitations are racially neutral and that 
their intentions must be adjudged pure be-
cause ‘after all, they’re the party of Lincoln’? 
This is a short horse soon curried. The Re-
publican Party was founded in the 1850s be-
cause of its opposition to slavery that South-
ern Democrats like future Vice-President of 
the Confederate States of America Alexander 
Stephens boasted was the ‘‘cornerstone of 
America.’’ In 1861, after the election of Abra-
ham Lincoln as President, the eleven slave- 
holding states succeeded from the Union, not 
to preserve their heritage, but to keep their 
slaves. That led to the Civil War, in which 
more than 600,000 persons on both sides 

gave their lives and ended in the utter defeat 
and unconditional surrender of the Confed-
erate Army led by its traitor general Robert E. 
Lee. Also, as a consequence of the Civil War, 
the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the 
Constitution were passed and ratified. 

Madam Speaker, I am grateful that at the 
time when it was needed most, the Repub-
lican Party was born and committed to the ex-
tinction of slavery. It was the pro-freedom, pro- 
civil rights party. The Democratic Party in 
those nightmarish days was centered in the 
‘‘Solid South,’’ and proudly wore the label of 
the pro-slavery, white supremacy party. This 
was not lost on the American people, and for 
a century Black Americans overwhelmingly 
self-identified with the pro-civil rights, anti- 
white supremacy Republican Party. Even after 
the national Democratic Party renounced de 
jure racism and ‘states rights’ at the 1948 
DNC in Philadelphia, resulting in Strom Thur-
mond leading his fellow Dixiecrats out of the 
convention and his running failed bid for the 
presidency, Black Americans remained a core 
constituency of the Republican Party, while 
nearly all whites in the southern states were 
Democrats, distinguishing themselves from 
northern liberals by calling themselves ‘South-
ern Democrats’ or ‘constitutional Democrats’. 
All of this changed in 1964. 

That was the year the Republican Party 
nominated Sen. Barry Goldwater for President, 
an active and die-hard opponent of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. Southern Democrats saw 
in Goldwater’s support for ‘states rights’ a kin-
dred spirit and vehicle to halt the federal gov-
ernment’s commitment to extend the writ and 
guarantees of the Constitution to all persons in 
all regions of the country. Madam Speaker, 
the result of that realigning election remains 
with us to this day. Before the Great Depres-
sion and the election of Franklin Roosevelt, 
the overwhelming majority of votes cast by 
Black Americans were for Republican can-
didates. 

Even in the election of 1960, the parties 
closely competed for the votes of Black Ameri-
cans, with Republican Richard Nixon winning 
more than 35 percent. Fast forward to 1964. 
Republican Barry Goldwater was routed 486– 
52 in an electoral college landslide and lost 43 
states; Lyndon Johnson won the popular vote 
by 16 million votes (61–38 percent). Goldwater 
won only his native state of Arizona and five 
Deep South states—Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Alabama and South Carolina. It is in-
teresting to note that the five Southern states 
that voted for Goldwater swung over dramati-
cally to support him; for example, in Mis-
sissippi, where Democrat Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt had won 97 percent of the popular vote 
in 1936, Goldwater won 87 percent of the 
vote. Lyndon Johnson would say the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 would cost Democrats the 
South for 50 years but it was worth it. 

What accounted for this change in voting al-
legiance, which persists to this day? The an-
swer is simple and obvious, beginning in 1964 
the Democratic Party became, and was per-
ceived by Americans, as the party of civil 
rights; the Republican Party not so much. The 
difference now is that white supremacists have 
not been welcome or embraced by the na-
tional Democratic Party since 1948 and have 
been pariahs since 1964. But they are wel-
come in today’s Republican Party; in fact, one 
was even nominated and renominated as its 
standard-bearer in 2016 and 2020. We Demo-
crats are not reluctant to remove and banish 
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those who bring shame and dishonor to our 
cause of advancing equal justice for all Ameri-
cans. I challenge our friends across the aisle 
to stop glorifying as ‘heritage’ a history of ter-
ror, injustice, violence, and racism represented 
by the persons whose statues are being re-
moved and anyone who proudly waves a Con-
federate flag, like the one that disgraced the 
Capitol when it was paraded by domestic ter-
rorists during the January 6 insurrection and 
attack on American democracy. 

f 

HONORING ALYCIA BELLE AS A 
28TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Women’s History Month. Each 
year, we pay special tribute to the contribu-
tions and sacrifices made by our nation’s 
women. It is an honor to pay homage to out-
standing women who are making a difference 
in my Congressional District. I would like to 
recognize a remarkable woman, Alycia Belle 
of Hollywood, California. 

A compassionate leader, Alycia has self-
lessly devoted her time to organizations and 
programs that benefit the Hollywood commu-
nity. She served as the Director of Develop-
ment for Blessed Sacrament School, a Catho-
lic School within the Jesuit tradition, which 
closed its doors in 2021 after being in oper-
ation for over a century. Prior to the school’s 
closure, Ms. Belle raised $941,000 for campus 
improvements and more than $3.5 million for 
Jesuit Education that provided scholarships to 
families in Hollywood. She cofounded and im-
plemented a program called Jesuit Alumni 
Mass, or JAM, to engage alumni from every 
Jesuit Institution and give them the opportunity 
to connect while encouraging them to become 
involved with their Jesuit community in Holly-
wood. Alycia also positively impacted the lives 
of children from the Alexandria House, which 
offers safe housing for women and children 
who are in the process of moving to perma-
nent housing. The organization holds a special 
place in Alycia’s heart, since she was raised 
by a single mother. Under Alycia’s guidance, 
the Blessed Sacrament community welcomed 
several children from the Alexandria House. 

Passionate about helping people and im-
proving lives, Ms. Belle co-founded The Urban 
Sanctuary, which offers a safe environment 
within the sacred space of the Blessed Sac-
rament Church’s nave, where individuals ex-
periencing homelessness may seek guidance 
and rest. Alycia is also exploring sharing this 
model with churches that have underused 
space and homeless visitors. 

Ms. Belle supports the Hollywood Police Ac-
tivities League (PAL) and is grateful for their 
inspiring team-building programs and their 
dedication to youth. In addition to taking part 
in their events and encouraging families to 
participate in PAL’s programs, she has hosted 
their meetings at Blessed Sacrament Church. 
Alycia also enjoys volunteering for Project 
Angel Food. 

When the coronavirus pandemic hit, Alycia 
had the whole Parish Community online with 
live streaming masses within a matter of days. 

She also supported moving The Urban Sanc-
tuary outdoors and worked with the Hollywood 
Food Coalition to provide meals to people in 
need. Furthermore, Alycia supported the Holly-
wood YMCA in implementing a shower pro-
gram for unhoused individuals. 

IN addition to her extraordinary work in the 
non-profit arena, Alycia advocates for women- 
owned businesses. She owns Hollywood 
Handy Construction, Inc., which is a certified 
Women’s Business Enterprise (WBE). Alycia 
is married to her supportive husband, Jason, 
and together they have four children. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring this exceptional, well-re-
spected woman of California’s 28th Congres-
sional District, Alycia Belle. 

f 

EULOGIES FROM THE FUNERAL 
MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL 
FOR ANN O’CONNELL LONG 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, on Saturday July 17, 2021, I had the 
honor of attending the funeral service for a 
dear friend and remarkable woman, Ann 
O’Connell Long. Below are the eulogies made 
by her three loving children Deirdre, Maura, 
and Michael, as well as her great friend 
Suzanna Nolan. I was touched by these re-
marks and wish to include them in the 
RECORD for her beloved husband Michael 
Long and their family. 

REMARKS BY DEIRDRE LONG ABSOLONNE 

When I think of our mom, I think of faith, 
family, work, quiet strength, beauty, and 
good humor. Mom’s faith was strong, but 
quiet. She didn’t talk about it a lot—she 
simply lived it. 

She grew up in Parkville with two pairs of 
shoes, and the support of a community that 
populated the rest of her life. She had happy 
memories of her childhood, including vaca-
tions at Indian Neck, during which, ever the 
planner, she would lay out her bathing suit 
and towel before going to bed each night. 
When the other children would ask what she 
was doing, she would explain that she was 
getting things ready for the morning. 

She chose to stay close to her mom and at-
tend Saint Francis School of Nursing, one 
step in her lifelong relationship with Saint 
Francis. While there, she met our dad, who 
became her best friend and partner of 52 
years. She loved to joke that he married her 
for her money and she claimed at least some 
credit for making Mike Long a Democrat. 

She stayed home with us when we were ba-
bies and, on my fifth day of first grade, she 
resumed work full time. Nursing was her vo-
cation. Off she went at 7 am each day to help 
her family and the sick. She came home 
every night and put a balanced dinner on the 
table (a feat that now, as a working mom, I 
see as nothing short of miraculous). Every 
week for all those years, with the help of 
only her family, she cleaned our home top to 
bottom (usually while singing). She earned 
degrees and promotions along the way, while 
always making her family feel that she had 
plenty of time for us. 

I am so fortunate that my relationship 
with Mom was uncomplicated. It was com-
fortable, joyful, and good. She was steadfast, 
understanding, occasionally mischievous, 
and always just plain fun to be with. She 

really listened. And she was always open to 
new experiences, perspectives, and people. 

She enjoyed gathering with family and 
friends, and I know she treasured her time 
with each of you. She liked design maga-
zines, good books, cute dogs, babies, mas-
sages, making lists on index cards, and sim-
ple pleasures like sitting by the fire, in the 
yard, or on the beach. As everyone who has 
ever set foot in her home (or the home of 
someone she helped) knows, she made every-
thing beautiful. True to form, she spent her 
final months helping all of us to be ready for 
this morning. 

Perhaps most importantly, over all the 
years and through all of life’s ups and downs, 
she joked and laughed, early often and eas-
ily. 

REMARKS BY MAURA LONG SHEEHAN 
When I think of my mom, I see her smiling 

face with that twinkle in her eye and it 
makes me smile too. She was warm and lov-
ing, often laughing, and had a no-nonsense 
way of making things happen. 

When I think back to my childhood, I re-
member Mom singing along to John Denver 
when she was cleaning the house, baking 
chocolate chip cookies for our Cape Cod va-
cations, and highlighting textbooks while 
studying in bed at night. It wasn’t until I 
was much older that I realized how impres-
sive it was that she earned her bachelor’s de-
gree while raising three young children and 
earned her master’s degree while working 
and raising three teenagers. 

As a child, I had no idea who I was dealing 
with. As an adult, I realize how special she 
was. When I think about Mom’s life and ac-
complishments, it amazes me that she did it 
all with such generosity, gratitude, and 
grace. 

I know many of you here felt her gen-
erosity first-hand, whether it was kind words 
at just the right time, a homemade loaf of 
Irish bread, or a helping hand with your 
home improvements. At some point a few 
years ago I realized that whenever Mom 
showed up for a visit, after she breezed in 
with a smile, always bearing gifts of some 
sort, she would look me in the eye and ask 
‘‘what can I do to help you?’’ Having a moth-
er like that was a true gift. 

As for gratitude, Mom found the beauty in 
everything around her and she knew how to 
have fun. She was full of joy and always 
seemed to have time to relax and make new 
friends. She made everyone feel special and 
she made it look easy. Sometimes when I 
would call her and ask what she was doing, 
she would laugh, tell me she had her feet 
curled up on the sheepskin and that she was 
busy, ‘‘cultivating gratitude’’. She laughed, 
but it worked. 

Mom’s grace, and her genuine kindness, 
were evident her entire life. She was a gra-
cious hostess, and she truly enjoyed enter-
taining small groups of friends for lunch or 
dinner, having all her children and grand-
children under one roof every summer on 
Martha’s Vineyard, and hosting extended 
family for tenderloin dinner (with those in-
credible mushrooms) each Christmas season. 

Her grace, dignity, and strength were on 
full display this past year as she continued 
to warmly welcome friends and family for 
laughter-filled visits while quietly, through 
her example, preparing all of us for what was 
to come. 

REMARKS BY MICHAEL B. LONG 
When I think of Mom the first thing that 

comes to mind is laughter and the second is 
the things she taught me. I recall in par-
ticular a couple of sayings she would use and 
tell me that Grammy O had taught her. One 
is, ‘‘A place for everything and everything in 
its place,’’ the other, ‘‘If ye can’t say any-
thing nice don’t say anything at all.’’ 
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One thing I learned at an early age was to 

look again. A fly on the wall at 4 Maple 
Court in the mid 70’s might have heard some-
thing like this: 

‘‘Mom! There’s no more bologna!’’ ‘‘Look 
in the meat drawer.’’ 

‘‘I already did!’’ 
‘‘Look again.’’ 
‘‘Okay.’’ 
(pause) 
‘‘I found it!’’ 
I also learned that if I wasn’t throwing up 

or didn’t have a fever, I wasn’t sick. ‘‘Get up. 
You’re going to school.’’ 

If I ever complained about someone else 
doing a substandard job, she’d chime in with, 
‘‘if you want something done right, do it 
yourself.’’ 

She had a great sense of humor, and all we 
needed to get each other in hysterics was a 
word or two, or just an eyebrow raise. 

And when I commented on some accolade 
she’d received or something clever she’d 
done, she’d graciously accept the com-
pliment. And then, a second or two later 
she’d say, ‘‘They don’t pay me for my looks, 
you know!’’ 

Her kind spirit was always evident, and the 
aura of positivity she radiated was irrepress-
ible. Two instances in particular come to 
mind: 

When we visited Grammy O at Saint Mary 
Home and walked in the front door, Mom 
was all smiles. She greeted all the residents 
in the lobby as well as each person we en-
countered on the way to Gram’s room, and 
their faces would just light up. Those small 
acts of kindness make people’s days, and for 
her it was a matter of course, like eating or 
breathing. 

Another was when she visited California in 
2003 to meet her newest grandchild. A couple 
of friends met me at the house before we 
went to a concert at the Hollywood Bowl. We 
hung out for an hour or so and had a nice lit-
tle visit. On the way to the show, both of my 
friends remarked about her aura of posi-
tivity and kindness, and how much they’d 
enjoyed spending time with her. 

Finally, she remarked on many occasions 
when we were on vacation, that she always 
tried to leave the place she was staying nicer 
than when she arrived. 

Mom left this place nicer than when she 
arrived. 

REMARKS BY SUZANNE NOLAN 
Ann and I met in 2005 when I began work 

at St. Francis Hospital as Director of Spir-
itual Care. As a new administrator, I was so 
very fortunate that she took me under her 
wing; I know so many of you also received 
from her an embrace of sincere interest and 
genuine care for your well-being. 

Ann asked me to speak today about her 
time at St. Francis. The factual parts of that 
are well known. Her personal impact on her 
colleagues and staff was also remarkable. To 
try to honor her legacy there, I talked to 
many people who worked with her. 

So now I ask you to imagine a shimmering 
Waterford vase filled with a beautiful bou-
quet of flowers, each flower a phrase describ-
ing Ann as a nurse and nurse leader: 

—Incredibly strong woman 
—Could see the gift in someone, help that 

person to see it, and help them to nurture it 
—Wonderful and supportive, especially in 

challenging moments (this person told of a 
night years ago when she had to transfer a 
heart transplant patient to Yale; Ann was 
the night supervisor and helped every step of 
the way) 

—Consummate professional 
—Incredibly dedicated 
—Capable, competent 
—Respected nurse leader 
—One person described her approach 

through a Maya Angelou quote: ‘‘if you don’t 

like something, change it. If you can’t 
change it, change your attitude.’’ 

—Honest when you messed up, and then 
helped you to create the plan to go forward 

—Helped her staff feel secure in their im-
portant roles even as the corporate model 
was increasing in the hospital 

—Special in so many ways 
—Persistent and tough; did the very chal-

lenging work of bringing Continuing Care 
and Utilization and Social Services together 
into the Case Management Department then 
became the Director of that Department 

—Over the top in her generosity 
—She and Mike opened their home to pro-

vide a place for a staff member’s wedding 
—A wise mentor 
—Gentle sense of humor 
—Poked fun at herself 
—Ultimate hostess 
—A kind person, just so very kind 
And Ann, of course, throughout her work-

ing life, relished being a loving wife, a be-
loved mother and grandmother. 

I believe God gave Ann extraordinary gifts 
in her ability to love and to care deeply for 
others. Her trust in God, her deep faith, en-
abled her to embrace these gifts and enrich 
so many lives thus giving glory to God. We 
in this church, and so many others, have 
been privileged to know Ann and to be 
blessed by her presence. We miss her so 
much, and we are so grateful to her. 

May you find comfort in these words of 
safe passages: ‘‘Rest assured that in her 
dying, in her flight through darkness toward 
a new light, Ann held you in her arms and 
carried your closeness with her. And when 
she arrived at God, your image was im-
printed on her joy-filled soul.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING SOUTHEAST PENN-
SYLVANIA’S EAGLE SCOUTS FOR 
2020 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the following individuals for 
attaining the rank of Eagle Scout, the highest 
achievement of the Boy Scouts of America. 
Since its inception in 1911, only four percent 
of scouts achieve this rank after a lengthy re-
view process. 

On behalf of all residents of the First Con-
gressional District, I congratulate these emerg-
ing leaders on their achievement. We are in-
credibly grateful for their commitment to serv-
ice and the positive impact they have on our 
community. 

Name: Troop No. 
Aaryan Goel, 36 
Alexander Danchak, 36 
Andrew John Blemings, 230 
Anthony Gambescia, Jr., 99 
Augustine James Covelens, 610 
Christian D. Allemang, 542 
Christian Wolf, 64 
Christopher Farese, 99 
Christopher James Quinlan, 153 
Christopher Kingsley, 30 
Christopher Lee Myers, 10 
Christopher S. Pullen, Jr., 53 
Christopher Stockburger, 99 
Cole Sheppeck, 99 
Colin Chaar, 99 
Connor W. Bautz, 10 
Dakota Mihelcic, 461 

Daniel Forsythe, 380 
Daniel Haschets, 71 
Douglas James Lang, 153 
Erik H. Kleinfelder, Jr., 130 
Erik William Fisher, 153 
Evan Grant Storms, 277 
Grant Rokuskie, 139 
Henry Adams Polli, 99 
Jacob Outcalt, 10 
Jaiesh Madaka, 10 
Jared Loeper, 147 
John Wyatt Keating, 10 
Lars N. Knudsen, 542 
Matthew Allen Dohalick, 168 
Matthew Barthelmes, 547 
Matthew C. Small, 82 
Maxwell Steven Quinn, 71 
Michael Bahner, 71 
Michael Joseph Elia, 145 
Nico Valerio, 10 
Pranav Chivukula, 10 
Rajan Patel, 380 
Robert Louis Lucot, 200 
Robert P. Oleynick, 10 
Ryan Henry, 130 
Samuel Ryan Barndt, 13 
Sean M. Gutekunst, 82 
Stephen F. Jayne, 99 
Thomas H. Stacherski, 36 
Travis Fazio, 79 
Victor Sorace, 168 
Viet N. Tran, 542 
Wesley J. Dearolf, 30 
William Renson, 34 
Zachary Danchak, 36 

f 

HONORING MIMI AUNG AS A 28TH 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Women’s History Month. Each 
year, we pay special tribute to the contribu-
tions and sacrifices made by our nation’s 
women. It is an honor to pay homage to out-
standing women who are making a difference 
in my Congressional District. I would like to 
recognize a remarkable woman, MiMi Aung of 
La Cañada Flintridge, California, who is re-
ceiving Special Districtwide Recognition for 
her trailblazing work on the Ingenuity Mars 
Helicopter. 

MiMi credits her mother, who was the first 
Burmese woman to earn a doctoral degree in 
mathematics from an American university as 
her inspiration. MiMi’s family returned to 
Myanmar when she was a toddler, where MiMi 
resided until she moved back to the United 
States at the age of 16 to pursue her edu-
cation. She obtained her Bachelor of Science 
degree in Electrical Engineering and her Mas-
ter of Science degree in Electrical Engineer-
ing, with her thesis focus on signal processing 
and communications, from the University of Il-
linois at Urbana-Champaign. 

In 1990, Ms. Aung moved to Southern Cali-
fornia and began working at the National Aer-
onautics and Space Administration’s (NASA) 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), fulfilling her 
childhood dream of space exploration. She 
began her career by working on mathematical 
algorithms for deep space communication with 
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spacecraft hundreds of millions of miles away 
from Earth, and during her 30 year career at 
JPL, was selected for various positions with 
increasing degrees of responsibility specifically 
in Deep Space Network projects, organiza-
tional line management, technology develop-
ment, and space flight projects. The numerous 
technical areas she engaged in included 
spacecraft guidance, navigation, and control; 
autonomous systems; deep space signal proc-
essing and communications; optical commu-
nications and multiple-spacecraft formation fly-
ing. 

With Ms. Aung as the Project Manager, 
worldwide history was made on April 19, 2021, 
when the Ingenuity Mars Helicopter took its 
first flight and was the first powered, controlled 
flight in the planet Mars’ atmosphere, and the 
first such flight anywhere outside of Earth. 

Believing that young people should pursue 
what they believe in, and that critical thinking 
and industriousness play a big role in pursuit 
of their heart-felt objectives, MiMi is a frequent 
keynote speaker at various Science Tech-
nology Engineering Mathematics (STEM) sum-
mits and conferences and local area schools. 

MiMi and her husband, Dr. James Shell and 
their two children live in La Cañada Flintridge. 
Madam Speaker, for her extraordinary 
achievements in the science realm, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring this excep-
tional, well-respected woman of California’s 
28th Congressional District, MiMi Aung. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, July 
27, 2021 may be found in the Daily Di-
gest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

JULY 28 

9 a.m. 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

Business meeting to consider S. 2297, to 
improve global health, S. 812, to direct 
the Secretary of State to develop a 
strategy to regain observer status for 
Taiwan in the World Health Organiza-
tion, an original resolution expressing 
solidarity with Cuban citizens dem-
onstrating peacefully for fundamental 
freedoms, condemning the Cuban re-
gime’s acts of repression, and calling 
for the immediate release of arbitrarily 
detained Cuban citizens, the nomina-

tions of Gentry O. Smith, of Virginia, 
to be an Assistant Secretary (Diplo-
matic Security), Monica P. Medina, of 
Maryland, to be Assistant Secretary 
for Oceans and International Environ-
mental and Scientific Affairs, Rena 
Bitter, of the District of Columbia, to 
be an Assistant Secretary (Consular 
Affairs), Marc Evans Knapper, of Cali-
fornia, to be Ambassador to the Social-
ist Republic of Vietnam, and Brian A. 
Nichols, of Rhode Island, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of State (Western 
Hemisphere Affairs), all of the Depart-
ment of State, routine lists in the For-
eign Service, and other pending cal-
endar busines; to be immediately fol-
lowed by a hearing to examine the 
nominations of Kenneth Lee Salazar, of 
Colorado, to be Ambassador to the 
United Mexican States, Jessica Lewis, 
of Ohio, to be an Assistant Secretary 
(Political-Military Affairs), and Donald 
Lu, of California, to be Assistant Sec-
retary for South Asian Affairs, all of 
the Department of State, and Marcela 
Escobari, of Massachusetts, to be an 
Assistant Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Devel-
opment. 

SD–G50 
9:30 a.m. 

Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Robert Luis Santos, of 
Texas, to be Director of the Census, De-
partment of Commerce, and Ed Gon-
zalez, of Texas, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Homeland Security. 

SD–342 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Alexander Hoehn-Saric, of 
Maryland, Mary T. Boyle, of Maryland, 
and Richard Trumka, Jr., of Maryland, 
each to be a Commissioner of the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission, and 
Grant T. Harris, of California, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce. 

SR–253 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
Subcommittee on National Parks 

To hold hearings to examine the impacts 
of overcrowding in our national parks 
on park resources and visitor experi-
ences, focusing on strategic approaches 
to visitor use management. 

SD–366 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine the benefits 

of investing in U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers water infrastructure projects. 

SD–406 
Committee on Finance 

To hold hearings to examine building on 
bipartisan retirement legislation, fo-
cusing on how Congress can help. 

SD–215 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Kenneth Lee Salazar, of Colo-
rado, to be Ambassador to the United 
Mexican States, Jessica Lewis, of Ohio, 
to be an Assistant Secretary (Political- 
Military Affairs), and Donald Lu, of 
California, to be Assistant Secretary 
for South Asian Affairs, all of the De-
partment of State, and Marcela 
Escobari, of Massachusetts, to be an 
Assistant Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Devel-
opment. 

SD–G50/VTC 

Committee on the Judiciary 
To hold hearings to examine pending 

nominations. 
SD–226 

2 p.m. 
Select Committee on Intelligence 

Closed business meeting to consider 
pending intelligence matters. 

SH–219 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Africa and Global Health 

Policy 
To hold hearings to examine U.S. trade 

and investment in Africa. 
SH–216/VTC 

Committee on the Judiciary 
To hold hearings to examine America’s 

food supply chain. 
SD–226 

3 p.m. 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

Business meeting to consider S. 372, to 
require the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to enter into a contract or other 
agreement with a third party to review 
appointees in the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration who had a license termi-
nated for cause by a State licensing 
board for care or services rendered at a 
non-Veterans Health Administration 
facility and to provide individuals 
treated by such an appointee with no-
tice if it is determined that an episode 
of care or services that they received 
was below the standard of care, S. 612, 
to require the Under Secretary for 
Health of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs to provide certain information 
to medical center staff and homeless-
ness service providers of the Depart-
ment regarding the coordinated entry 
processes for housing and services oper-
ated under the Continuum of Care Pro-
gram of the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, S. 887, make 
certain improvements relating to the 
supply chain of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, S. 1040, to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to expand eligi-
bility for hospital care, medical serv-
ices, and nursing home care from the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to in-
clude veterans of World War II, S. 1198, 
to amend title 38, United States Code, 
to improve and expand the Solid Start 
program of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, S. 1220, to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to recognize and 
honor the service of individuals who 
served in the United States Cadet 
Nurse Corps during World War II, S. 
1319, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to make certain informa-
tion publicly available on one internet 
website of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, S. 1863, to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to improve access 
to health care for veterans, S. 1875, to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to 
provide a deadline of 180 days for the 
filing of claims for payment for emer-
gency treatment furnished to veterans, 
S. 1965, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to improve long-term 
care provided to veterans by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, S. 2041, 
to amend title 38, United States Code, 
to direct the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to enforce the licensure require-
ment for medical providers of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, S. 2102, 
to amend title 38, United States Code, 
to direct the Under Secretary for 
Health of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs to provide mammography 
screening for veterans who served in lo-
cations associated with toxic exposure, 
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and S. 2172, to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve grants, pay-
ments, and technical assistance pro-
vided by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to serve homeless veterans. 

SR–418 
JULY 29 

9 a.m. 
Committee on the Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider S. 1425, to 
enable the Federal Trade Commission 
to deter filing of sham citizen petitions 
to cover an attempt to interfere with 
approval of a competing generic drug 
or biosimilar, to foster competition, 
and facilitate the efficient review of 
petitions filed in good faith to raise le-
gitimate public health concerns, S. 
1428, to prohibit brand name drug com-
panies from compensating generic drug 
companies to delay the entry of a ge-
neric drug into the market, and to pro-
hibit biological product manufacturers 
from compensating biosimilar and 
interchangeable companies to delay 
the entry of biosimilar biological prod-
ucts and interchangeable biological 
products, S. 1388, to require the Federal 
Trade Commission to study the role of 
intermediaries in the pharmaceutical 
supply chain and provide Congress with 
appropriate policy recommendations, 
and S. 1435, to amend the Federal Trade 
Commission Act to prohibit product 
hopping. 

SH–216 
9:30 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
To receive a closed briefing on the secu-

rity situation on the Korean Peninsula. 
SVC–217 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 

Forestry 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Xochitl Torres Small, of New 
Mexico, to be Under Secretary for 
Rural Development, and Robert Farrell 
Bonnie, of Virginia, to be Under Sec-
retary for Farm Production and Con-
servation, both of the Department of 
Agriculture. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine protecting 

Americans from debt traps by extend-
ing the military’s 36% interest rate cap 
to everyone. 

SD–538 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine S. 375 and 

H.R. 1192, bills to impose requirements 
on the payment of compensation to 
professional persons employed in vol-
untary cases commenced under title III 
of the Puerto Rico Oversight Manage-
ment and Economic Stability Act 
(commonly known as ‘‘PROMESA’’). 

SD–366 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
Subcommittee on Chemical Safety, Waste 

Management, Environmental Justice, 
and Regulatory Oversight 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Stephen A. Owens, of Arizona, 
Jennifer Beth Sass, of Maryland, and 
Sylvia E. Johnson, of North Carolina, 

each to be a Member of the Chemical 
Safety and Hazard Investigation Board. 

SD–406 

AUGUST 3 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine authoriza-
tions of use of force, focusing on ad-
ministration perspectives. 

SD–106/VTC 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine domestic 

terrorism and violent extremism, fo-
cusing on the threat of racially, eth-
nically, religiously, and politically mo-
tivated attacks. 

SD–342/VTC 

AUGUST 4 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

Business meeting to consider S. J.Res. 
10, to repeal the authorizations for use 
of military force against Iraq, and 
other pending calendar business. 

SH–216 
2 p.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
Business meeting to consider pending 

calendar business. 
SD–G50 
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